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Lecrure XXI. 
Cure of Ovarian Dropsy—continued. 


Unpen ovarian dropsy, as observed at the 
close of the former lecture, most women 
sink at last, and this reflection it is which 
leads me to consider whether any thing can 
be done for the radical cure of this fatal 
and not infrequent disease. In the Physio- 
logical Researches, you will find, together 
with some other memoirs, a paper on the 
subject of abdominal surgery, in which | 
have put together the principal facts which 
were then come to my knowledge, all con- 


curring to prove that it is possible to lay | 


open the abdomen more or less extensively, 
not without danger, for this | would never 
assert, publicly or in private, but without 
necessarily destroying life in the way that 
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from the north, and remained a considerable 
time at my own house, when I took occasion 
to present her to my professional friends, 
who made their own inquiries respecting the 
circumstances of the operation and its results, 
and had an opportunity of inspecting the scar 
—nor is this the only instance in which Mr. 
Lizars has laid open the abdominal cavity to 
a considerable extent, the patient surviving 
notwithstanding. To lay open the abdomen, 
therefore, not being of necessity, nor per- 
haps generally, fatal, it becomes important 
to consider whether, in a desperate disease 
like dropsy of the ovary, we may not divide 
the coverings, and remove the cyst, more 
especially after we have reduced the size of 
the tumorr by a previous abstraction of the 
water? Now, in some few cases, I have 
no doubt that this operation might be per- 
formed with success; but I wish to state 
it, as my own opinion, that those cases 
are few, and require selection; otherwise, 
if you go to work at random, you may in- 
flict these extensive wounds upon the ab- 
domen, and may find, after all, that the dis- 
eased mass cannot be taken away. In this, 
as in all other capital operations, we must, 
of course, consider whether the system is 
favourable for the use of the scalpel, nor 
must other points be neglected—some of 
the more important of which I may here 


some of our established surgeons seemed to | touch ; and, first, when you are thinking of 
imagine, especially in this country; and | extirpating the ovary, let it be recollected 
this principle has now received further cor- | that sometimes the ovary is not alone the 
roboration from further observations on the | seat of the disease, for the womb, the ovary 
human body, in cases where the abdomen | on the opposite side, and the vagina, too, 
has been laid open, more or less extensively, | may be affected, the two first not uncom- 
and where the patients have not died. Ajmonly; and if you have reason to sus» 
ease occured in which Mr. Lizars, an able | pect that other parts are involved, such 
and intrepid surgeon of Edinburgh, operated | cases, in the present stafe of knowledge, 
upon a woman on the other side of the|may be regarded as very unfavourable for 
Tweed, removing from her a dropsical and | operation. It is to be recollected, also, 
scirrhous ovary, of which he has given| when you are thinking of this operation, 
drawings. In this operation he laid open | that the cyst may have formed extensive ad- 
the abdomen from the ensiform cartilaze to | he:ions, and that these adhesions may foil 
the ¢rista of the pubis, the woman completely | you. If the adhesions do‘ not exist, or if 


recovering afterwards ; and this case I state 
in place of many, as an interesting illustra- 
tion of the general principle—I mean, that 
it does not neceasarily follow, because there 
are extensive wounds in the abdomen, that 
death must ensue. This woman came up 
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they are slight, aud may be broken easily, 
then, indeed, the cyst may be easily drawn 
forth and abstracted ; but should it so hap- 
pen that the adhesions were extensive, it 
would, I conceive, be impossible) so far as 
we know at present) to extirpate the cyst 
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802 OVARIAN 
with that degree of safety without which the 
operation would be unjustifiable. It is, too, 
to be remembered, that when the dropsy 
chances to be associated with scirrhus, the 
basis of the ovary may become broad and 
large, and its removal may become pro- 
portionally difficalt—a large internal wound 
remaining in the abdomen, unless the means 
of contracting it can be devised, the danger 
of the operation must be greatly increased of 


consequence. Nor must we forget, when 


thinking of this operation, that much im-| 


portance attaches to the bulk of the tumour ; 
if the tumour is very large, 1 will not say that 
you ought not to remove it, provided you 
can take the whole away ; indeed, the dex- 


DROPSY. 


| however, be it remembered, are in most, if 
|not all instances, the mistakes not of the 
|art but of the artist—the mistakes of those 
who are negligent, or of those who are as 
yet inexperienced in this part of practice— 
in some cases the mistakes of those who 
are at once too vain to give their atten- 
tion to obstetrics, and too forward to re- 
frain, when asked, from giving opinions on 
points respecting which they ought to know 
that they are really incompetent todecide; the 
blunderiug mistakes of some of your revolt- 
ing and reviling surgeons—of your “‘ thank- 
God-I-know-nothing-of-midwifery men” — 
(excuse a Sanscrit adjective )—of men whose 
| mistakes here might be pardonable enough, 


terity and intrepidity of Mr. Lizars, a very|in consideration of much valuable know- 
able surgeon, seem to have set the point| ledge which they possess in the other parts 
at rest; but in the present state of our| of the healing art, were it not for an immo- 
knowledge, I think it must be admitted that | deration and exorbitancy of vanity and inso- 
the tumours the most favourable for ex-|lence, which have not hitherto received, 
tirpation, are those which contain only afew | before the public, the castigation which 
quarts. Again, before we determine respect-|they very richly deserve. But to return, 
ing the extirpation of the dropsical ovary, it} When, with a view to extirpation, we have 
becomes us to weigh against each other the|to decide respecting the condition of the 
danger of the operation, and the danger of| ovary, it will be of no small help to us to 
the disease, Ovarian dropsy is generally|tap the ovary first, making our observa- 
fatal, it is true, but not always, nor imme- | tions afterwards threugh the abdominal 
diately; it may enlarge slowly, it may bear|coverings; for myself, 1 have now been 
repeated tappings; this more especially if|repeatedly called on to make observa- 
the general Pealth is not much impaired.|tions of this kind, and from all that I 
As the extirpation of the ovarian cyst|have been able to observe, I should infer, 


must, of necessity, in the present state of|that they may be instituted with facility, 
surgery, be au operation of great danger, it} So that, to sum up our observations on this 
ought, I conceive, to be reserved for those | important point, if we have reason to be- 
cases only in which the enlargement is in| lieve that the system is favourable for ope- 


rapid progress, and the health is decidedly 
on the decline. In obstetrics, every where, 
to intermeddle is bad ; in obstetrics, on all 
occasions, our operations are an evil; and 
hence in this, as in every other case, it be- 
comes us to ponder duly, whether the re- 
medy or the malady is to be regarded with 
the greater apprehension. When an extir- 
pation of the ovary is under consideration, 
it behoves us to ascertain, clearly, whe- 
ther ovarian enlargement really exist, and 
to decide, moreover, whether the enlarge- 
ment is, on the main, of the encysted 
kind, or a combination of dropsy, with a 
massy schirrhus. Now, in many instances, 
the disease is so obvious, that the merest 
novice may detect it; but in some it is so 
obscure, that much and careful investiga- 
tion is required; nor is it, I conceive, too 
much to assert, that of practitioners, the 


obstetricians alone are the best judges! 


of this, nor certainly are even these to be 
depended on, unless they possess the re- 
quisite knowledge, dexterity,aad experience. 
I have heard of a case in which, on laying 


open the abdomen, no tumour could be) 


found—cases, and repeatedly, 1 have seen 


ration, and that the patient must soon perish 
if nothing be done—that enlargement of the 
ovary really exists beyond all doubt, and 
| that there is no grave disease in the parts 
contiguous to the ovary, or no disease which 
may not be removed—that the ovary is 
wholly detached from the adjacent viscera, 
or in good measure, and that it is not affected 
with a massy scirrhus, likely to give rise 
to a broad basis—we may be justified in 
operating, provided it be the wish of the 
|patient; but where these conditions are 
| Wanting, it may be better to abstain. The 
}school maxim is excellent here—cogita tum 
fuc. If women have been tapped often, or 
if they have suffered much inflammatory 
pain in the ovary during the progress of 
the enlargement, the case will, I fear, be 
found very unfavourable for our operations, 
as adhesions are very probable, 

I have sometimes thought, that in ova- 
rian dropsy of single cyst, and with encysted 
accumulation of aqueous consistency, a con- 
siderable palliation might, in some cases, be 
obtained, by merely cutting out a piece of 
the cyst, so as to enable it to evacuate its 
contents into the peritonea! sac. Suppose 





in which the inflation of the intestines has|I could not extirpate the ovary, provided [ 
been mistaken for an bydropic ovary ; these, | found the vessels were vot large, I could 
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easily remove a small piece of it, say to the 
extent of a crown piece, and after this there | 
might be a reasouable hope that this aper-| 
ture would not close up again, but that the| 
water would be effused through it, so as to, 
come under the operation of the peritoneal | 
absorbents, with the prospect of an occa-| 
sionaleure. A lady, the subject of ovarian | 
dropsy, was advised to improve her general 

health, and in this view occasionally took 

the air in an open vehicle. In one of these 

excursions she was thrown from the car- 

riage, and fell upon a large stone on the 

side of the road. She was taken up, car- 

ried home, suffered a large discharge of 
water through the kidneys, and was en- 

tirely freed from her ovarian dropsy. Cured 

as she was of this disease, she married, 

and, in the earlier months of pregnancy, 

she died of a retroversion of the uterus, 

which could not be replaced, when it was 

found, upon an examination, that she had 

laboured under an ovarian dropsy ; that the 

cyst had been burst, and had discharged it- 

self into the peritoneal sac, and that the 

inflammation had produced such a change 

that no further effusion had taken place ; or, 

if any, that on entering the peritoneum, the 

fluid was absorbed. 

There is yet another practice which may 
be thought of in these distressing cases, and 
this consists in the very early extirpation of 
the ovary, for though, in ordinary practice, 
we ought to delay the tapping as much as 
possible, yet it may hereafter be worth con- | 
sideration, whether early tapping before a| 
large cyst is formed, might not have its ad- | 
vantages, performed with all due caution, | 
and all the necessary knowledge. Why 
is it that the abdomen fills so slowly in 
the first instance? Perhaps the first growth | 
of the dropsy may occupy six or seven 
months, or even six or seven years; but if 
you tap a woman with an ovary of large| 
size, in the course of three, four, five, or 
six weeks, she may require the operation 
again. Now there are, as it appears to me, | 
two principal causes to which the slow fill- | 
ing may be attributed—one, the pressure on 
the exbalant vessels, and the other the small | 
extent of ovarian surface in the commence- 
ment of{the disease ; for its superficies at 
first may be of a few square inches only ;| 
but a large ovary, rece ntly tapped, may 
presenta surface of many square feet. Now 
the wide extent of ovarian surface, and the 
removal of pressure from the exhalant ves- 
sels, may, after a first tapping, give rise to 
a rapid effusion ; and hence, if in cases of 
hydropic ovary we could always tap, when 
the tumour is no larger than a child's head, 
we should, perhaps, have to tap it often, 
but the patient might not suffer so much, as 
if the ovary were allowed to grow to a great 
size, But how can this be done? Why, if} 
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the tumour be lying between the vagina and 
rectum, I think we might easily accomplish 
it; nor, supposing our knowledge to be suf- 
ficient, and our caution great, would it, per- 
haps, be impracticable to effect all this, 
even when the tumour lay above the brim 
of the pelvis, in the hollow of the ileum. 
For this purpose, might not an opening be 
made in the covering, large 
enough to admit the fore rer, like a ca- 
nula, and might not the point of the finger be 
placed upon the surface of the ovary, so as to 
ascertain that no intestine was interposed, 
and then, when sure that the intestines and 


abdominal 
fir 


bladder were not interposed, might we not 
pass a very small trocar through the open- 
ing, and into the ovary, so as to evacuate 
the contents in the very commencement of 
the disease. Understand, however, clearly, 
that it is not here my design to recommend 
this operation at present ; I throw it out as 
a hint merely, for further consideration. In 
rash hands, such an operation might pro- 
duce fatal consequences, In cases ill chosen, 
it might be at once dangerous, and of no use ; 
yet, after all, perhaps, it may admit of im- 
provement; and in a disease so frequent 
and so fatal as the ovarian dropsy, every 
hint which promises to give greater efficacy 
to our treatment, may deserve from us that 
unwearied and pertinacious consideration 
without which, in these perplexing and very 
deplorable cases, nothing effective can be 
accomplished ; for, on this occasion, as on 
maby others— 
“« Segeendo in piuma 
In fama non si vien ne sotto coltre.’ 
Here, then, are the different modes of treat. 
ment recommended in ovarian dropsy—the 
abstraction of the water, with the cautions 
before prescribed—the extirpation oi the 
ovary in the earlier and in the later periods of 
its growth—the removal of a circular piece 
of the cyst, so as to lay open the cyst into 
the peritoneum—and the prevention of the 
dilatation and growth, by early paracentesis, 
In the present ill success of our practice, 
all these operations are well worth your 
consideration ; and if you can bring one of 
them to such perfection as to cure some of 
the many unhappy individuals who now fall 
victims to the disease, you will, indeed, be 
od on the fairest 


cunferring an invaluable g« 

aud the least offending part of our species. 
Allow me now to offer a few remarks re- 

ovarian 


specting the spontaneous cure of 
dropsy, the rather deserving of our attention, 
as the spontaneous cure may be supposed 
to contain within it the principle of an ef- 


fectual remedy for this disease. 1 have 
already observed that by accidental rupture 
of the cyst, a cure may be obtained, when 
no other known remedy will remove it. 


Che lady who fell from the chaise, and whose 
case has just been narrated, was effecwally 
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relieved by rupture of the ovary. A wo-|! 
man at New York, attended by a practi-| 
tioner well known to my frier d Mr. Gaits- 
kell, happening to suffer a severe fall, (for) 
women are very liable to this accident when 
the abdomen is large,) she ruptured the 
cyst, and recovered, at least for some time ; | 
he nce a question arises whether there are no 
means that we could employ occasionally | 
to burst open thejovary by pressure, however 
applied; nor is it unreasonable to suppose 
that, in some cases, if the substance of the 
ovary were thin, it might be ruptured, 
though to suggest the means of effecting 
this, is no easy task. A well-known sur- 
gical lecturer, as I have been told by one of| 
his pupils, relates a case which he con- 
ceived to be dropsy, and which he imagines | 
to have been removed by mere absorption, 
excited by mental perturbation, but which 1 
look upon to have been nothing more than | 
an ovarian accumulation, cured by rupture 
of the cyst. In this case (as he tells the 
tale) an old lady passing over London 
bridge, alarmed by the cry of ‘* mad bull,’”’| 
made the best of her way into one of the 
recesses on the bridge, and jumped hastily 
on to one of the benches; the bull passed; 
she descended, her alarm continned—she 
got home—a free secretion from the kid- | 
neys followed, and the dropsy disappeared. 


Of this case, it may be said, that the mind 
was exceedingly disturbed, and that the 


absorbents were excited in consequence ;| 
but I think it for more reasonable to pre- 
sume that the substance of the cyst was| 
very thin, and that by leaping upon the! 
bench in the recess, arupture was produced. | 

There is yet a second mode in which this 
disease may relieve itself more or less effec- 
tually, and that is by spontaneous opening 
into the intestines. When I was attending 
the wards of this hospital, a woman, of the} 
name of Myers, came here with an exceed- 
ingly large abdomen ;_ this enlargement was | 
occasional, and the woman got better, re- | 
peatedly, after large spontaneous eruptions of | 
water by vomiting and purging. Now I} 
have no doubt that in this case the dropsy | 
was ovarian, and in all probability the cyst 
occasionally opened into the intestines by 
ulceration or rupture, a sort of natural tap- 
ping being performed. 

It is said, too, that the ovarian dropsy has | 
sometimes disappeared spontaneously, with- 
out any obvious cause to which the disap- 
pearance of the disease could be attributed. 
he patient very large, for a while, has, at | 
length, been agreeably surprised to find that 
she became less and less, week alter week, till 
at length she has shrunk away to her healthy | 
dimensions. Now, some of these cases, I 
fear, have not been dropsy of the ovary 3 


| 


all; they may have been dropsy of the peri- 
toneal sac, or mere iutestinal iaflations; but 


| the better. 


| three gallons, sometimes occurs. 


CURE OF OVARIAN DROPSY. 


Burns has referred us to cases in which 
it seems uncandid to doubt the fact, provided 
the veracity of the author can be relied upon, 
In these cases, it has been said that the 
water has been removed by the absorbent 
action of the lymphatics of the cyst; but I 
think it more probable that the cyst has 
been of membranaceous kind, and that lace- 
ration and effusion into the peritoneum has 
been the real cause of the cure, 

In concluding my observations on ovarian 
dropsy, let me add the following miscella- 
neous remarks :—A flat trocar and canula 
diminish much the pain of paracentesis. 
Adhesions of the cyst to the abdominal 
coverings are, I believe, frequently indicated 


| by soreness felt after moving the abdominal 


coverings over the cyst, and by a sort of 
crepitus, sometimes very distinct, arising, 
probably, from ruptured, adhesive fibres: of 
course the less there is of this disturbance 
With ovarian dropsy a perito- 
neal accumulation, to the amount of two or 
The pres- 
sure of the ovary is apt to occasion an over- 
charge of the intestines, to be relieved by ca- 
thartics, and by laxative injections into the 


| bowel. On dissection, I have observed fecu- 
lent accumulations, in quantity far greater 


than had been suspected during life, and 
these may occur though the bowels act 
every other day. Be careful not to con- 
found the large masses of the loaded bowel 
with those tuberose enlargements of the 
ovary which are the result of dropsy or of 
scirrhus. The encysted matter in the 
ovary sometimes becomes more attenuated 
as tapping proceeds. In the twentieth ope- 
ration, 1 have found this matter of more 
aqueous consistency than in the first. Some- 
times on tapping the dropsical ovary, large 
quantities of pus, or of some puriform sub- 
stance, are discharged, especially, I suspect, 


|if inflammatory symptoms have preceded, 


Inflammation of the diseased mass, after 
tapping, is always to be regarded with ap- 
prehension; it may destroy suddenly, or 
by hectic cachexia; yet we are sometimes 
surprised to observe how little the consti- 
tution sympathises with the inflamed part— 


| the inflammation of this diseased mass, and 


the peritonitis of puerperal, exert, indeed, 
very different effects upon the constitution. 
It is said that ovarian dropsy has been 
known to disappear after electrification. 
In so forlorn a case, the remedy may be 
worth trial, but my faith is weak. Astrin- 
gent injections into the cyst are, I be- 
lieve, highly dangerous; but this opinion 
may require revision, General inflamma- 
tion of the cyst in hydrocele (as 1 learn 
from an eminent surgeon, and a very excel- 
lent man, Mr. Green) may suppress further 
effusion, even where adhesions fail. The 
cases before narrated, seem to prove that 
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the same change may be produced by in- 
flammation in the effusive surface of the 
ovarian cyst; and I would fain persuade 
myself, that hereafter we may be able to 
produce this inflammation at pleasure, by 
means, on the whole, tolerably safe. Stimu- 
lant injections, and a canula, or some- 
thing analagous, left in the wound, have 
been tried, but hitherto, I believe, with 
the worst success-——beware, therefore. In Mr. 
Chevalier’s case, gallons of matter were 
produced by adhesive inflammation. Would 
the patient have recovered had this been 
drawn off by tapping? I suppose not ; for 
when the ovary has suppurated, and the 
matter has escaped spontaneously, death has, | 
at least sometimes, ensued, and you may see 
a case in point, in Burns’ Midwifery. The 
existence of more than one cyst in most ova- 
rian dropsies, is a great ber to this method 
of cure. Dropsy of the tuberose kind is 
very unfavourable for the trocar, and in these 
cases more especially, tapping ought, I pre- 
sume, to be delayed till the last; it is the 
remedium anceps potius quam nullum. Exten- 
sive adhesions may exist, although a woman | 
have never been tapped ; but I suspect that 
repeated tappings tend to produce such ad- 
hesions. } 

Other diseases, and not without their | 
interest, sometimes assail the ovary ; but of 
this hereafter. Inflammation more or less! 
acute, suppuretion, connected or not with | 
the puerperal state, enlargements of the | 
ovary, with formations of hair, bones, teeth, 
extra-uterine gestation, scrofula, spongoid | 
tomour, sebaceous and other substances | 
may all occur; and the fallopian tubes may | 
be dropsical, scirrhous, affected with extra- 
uterine gestation, and so on; but the prin- 
ciples here laid down will, 1 conceive, with | 
a little modification, apply also to these | 
cases, so far as they admit of remedy. | 
Extra-uterine gestation has been consi-| 
dered already ; ovarian inflammation may | 
be considered hereafter ; the rest may be | 
dismissed without further remark. In ele- 
mentary instruction, too much minuteness | 
bewilders—ars longa ; vita brevis. A man does | 
not last so long as one of these glass bottles, | 
and had need make the most of his time. 

{Ilere Dr, Blundell showed various pre- | 
parations. } 
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We are authorised to state, that the va- 
cancies which had been found to exist in 
the Medical Departments of the Imperial 
Russian Army and Navy, having been filled 
up, foreign medical gentlemen will not be| 


| soluble 


l}ammoniacal salt, the acid of which 


L SERVICE, 


FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 
oe 


CASE OF POISONING BY CHEESE, 


Dr. Wesrrume of Eimbeck, in the king- 
dom of Hanover, was, on the 10th of No- 
vember, 1826, called to a family, consisting 


|of a middle-aged man, his daughter, a girl 
|of ten years, and a female relation, about 


sixty years of age, who, an hour after having 
eaten of a cheese lately bought, had been 
suddenly seized with sym} toms of poisoning, 
as violent colic pain, vomiting, diarrhea, 
tenesmus, &c. On his arrival, he found 
them with the abdomen swelled, very pain- 
ful on pressure, especially in the hypochon- 
dria, the pulse very small and frequent, the 
pupils dilated, and complaining of violent 
headach, vertigo, great debility, and sick- 
ness ; the rejected matter had the smell of 
cheese, and was apparently of an alkaline 
nature. Anemetic, and aperient injections, 
were immediately ordered, when Dr. Wes- 
trumb was sent for to another family, con- 
sisting of four persons, who, a short time 
after, having eaten some cheese bought at 
the same place, had been simultaneously 
affected with similar symptoms, but in 
greater intensity. Besides the remedies 
used in the first cases, very strong coffee, 
and a solution of boracic acid were ordered. 
After this treatment had been continuedfor 
two days, five of the patients perfectly re- 
covered; in the other two, in whom the 
symptoms had been most violent, the affec- 
tion of the head attained to such a degree 
as to require the application of leeches, and 
cold affusion ; after about a week, they were 
also convalescent. M. Sertuerner having 
been requested to examine the substance 
which had been the probable cause of the 
symptoms of poisoning, came to the follow- 
ing results: under the continued action of 
alchohol, two different substances were ob- 
tained, the one of a black colour was preci- 
pitated, the other of an oily consistence, 
brown colour, astringent, nauseous 
and a very penetrating, rancid smell, col- 
lected on the surface of the liquid; it was 
found soluble in hot water and alchohol, 
changed the colour of litmus to red, and, 
when mixed with alkalies, formed a soapy 
The black substance was liquid, in- 
in hot water and alcohol, and being 
submitted to heat, gave an extract of an acid 
l', and containing an 
hich could 
The maceration of the 


ed,at first, no 


taste, 
" 


mass. 


nature, caseous sm 
x 


not be d. 


residuum in hot alcohol prod 
change ; but after some time a greyish white 
substance spontaneously precipiteted from 
the alcohol, which melted at a slight degree 


ascert t 


received hereafter into the Imperial service. | of heat, and was also apparently of an acid 
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nature. The three substances, thus pre- 
pared, but especially the two former, were 
found to be very powerful poisons; fifteen 
grains of them injected into the stomach of 
a large dog, caused a violent inflammation 
of the intestinal canal, and the subsequent 
death of the animal. 

Dr, Westrumb regards the deleterious 
principle in the cheese as belonging to the 
class of narcotico-acrid poisons, and attri- 
butes its production to the following causes: 

1. The milk being furnished by cows, 
which have eaten of poisonous vegetables ; 
this will, however, be but very seldom the 
cause, as, under these circumstances, the 
secretion of milk is greatly diminished, or 
even entirely suspended. 

2. The preparation or conservation of 
the cheese in metallic vessels. In some 
cases of poisoning by cheese, traces of 
copper and tin were actually discovered in 
it, although but in very small quantities. 
The Gazette de Santé, of 1766, No. 22, 
contains a case of this kind. 

3. Adulteration of the cheese, especially 
with the seeds of hyosciamus, which had 
inadvertently been mixed with it, instead 
of cumin seeds. 

4. The formation of a poisonous sub- 
stance by the chemical decomposition of the 
cheese. This seems to have take place in 
most instances, and, as is shown by M. Ser- 
tuerner’s analysis, did so in those just de- 
scribed.—Horn’s Ai chiv. 
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THIRD CASE OF CHORBA, 


Communicated by a Medical Friend to Dr. Har- 
nison, and by him to Tux Lancer. 


Ir was on the 2d of January, 1815, that I 
was first spoken to for the young lady, 
whose case I now send to you. She was 
then thirteen years old; and bere I may 
mention, that it was not till more than 
three years afterwards, that the menses first 
appeared, and then without any particular 
circumstance. The symptoms of chorea had 
then been noticed for a fortnight, and they 
were so slight, that though I was attending 
her sister at the time, it had not been 
thought necessary to mention them to me. 
Indeed they were still comparatively slight, 
affecting chiefly the left arm. It appeared, 
too, she had had very desultory motions in 
both arms some years before, which had 
ended in nothing serious. She was at this 
time getting one of her lower molares, 
which | was led to remark, because the late 
Dr. Mouro used to reckon the getting of the 
second set of teeth among the exciting 
causes of chorea, In the present instance, 


| 


| 


BY CHEESE. 


however, I was not able to trace the con- 
nexion. 

At first, I was disposed to trust to purga- 
tives alone, from the freeexhibition of which, 
in chorea, as well as in several other spas- 
modie affections, I had repeatedly wit- 
nessed the besteffects. But, in the present 
case, though it was found necessary to be 
giving moderate doses almost daily, and 
though their operation was frequently fol- 
lowed by a marked remission, yet I must 
add, that in no stage could I perceive either 
indication or encouragement to push them 
to any thing like the extent which Dr. 
Hamilton recommends, and which I had 
myself found so beneficial on former oeca- 
sions. In fact, it soon became evident, that 
the cause was deeper seated, and the pro- 
| gress was rapid. So early as the 8th, men- 
| tion is made of the conjunctiva of both eyes, 
but especially the left, being suffused with 
some puriform secretion, but no inflamma- 
tion, or soreness, and the agitations very 
great, affecting the whole frame. 

In this stage, recourse was had to leeches 
several times. Once she was bled to six 
ounces, and all with good effect. But the 
| season when it would have appeared justi- 
| fiable to be taking blood in any mode, soon 
passed away; and for about three weeks, the 

chief dependence was on a succession of 
blisters, applied, for the most part, to the 
head and neck; but once or twice to the 
arms and legs, though certainly with less 
apparent benefit in the two latter situations, 

Although this sort of practice was repeat- 
edly followed by a striking temporary effect ; 
for instance, on the 10th, the ayitations 
were excessive, and she could not speak; but 
after leeches, and a purge, and a blister to 
the head, she had a better night, and could 
speak, and remained considerably better all 
the next day. Nevertheless it was evident 
| that the disease was fast gaining ground, 
On the 14th, it required two persons to pre- 
vent her being tossed out of bed in the night. 
From this time it became necessary to bave 
her constantly secured by straps. Still it 
is added that the pupils contracted and di- 
lated naturally. On the 16th, a worse night 
than ever, with moaning and grinding of 
teeth. Pupils considerably dilated, but can 
tell the hour by my watch, though she can 
hardly articulate. 

At this period, for about a week, it seemed 
as if the symptoms were kept in check, or 
even giving way. She was more composed, 
and could speak better; but, in reality, no- 
thing was gained. 

24. Asleep now; skin very cold, but dry. 
Has complained of coldness, and has vo- 
mited. Had two stools in the night, with- 
out being conscious of them, but was quite 
sensible before falling asleep. Wine whey 
was ordered, The warmth was restored 
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without difficulty. Fora few days she was | extract from my notes must speak for them- 


much as usual again, only it seemed as if selves. 


the vital powers were declining, while the 
disorder was more and more firmly fixed. 

17. Grinds her teetii very much. Sel- 
dom attempts to speak. , 

18. Very fretful; does not give notice 
when she passes her urine. 

29. Agitations stronger, and more unin- 
terrupted. Does not give notice of either 
stools or urine, and can scarcely express any 
word, Very little sleep; still takes food 
well. 

30. Very restless night, with loud moan- 
ing. It is difficult to give her food, her 


tongue being drawn to the top of her mouth. 


Appetite seems to be good. 


N.B. The silver spoon used in feeding her 
was literally full of the impressions of her 
teeth. Indeed, to such a wretched state was 
the poor sufferer now reduced, with every 
muscle of the face and limbs in a state of 
almost constant catching, and with eyes that 
seemed nearly to have lost all animation, 
very much emaciated, and necessarily strap- 
ped down to a couch, yet still in some de- 
gree sensible of her own misery ; that | be- 


lieve there was not one of those about her, | 


who would not have been thankful to see 
her released. But a crisis was at band, such 
as none of us durst bave looked for. 


31. Spoke intelligibly in the night, de- 
siring to be moved into bed,- which was 
done, slept two hours, and was able to take 
a basin of boiled milk, and bread, this morn- 


ing. Much inflammation om the sacrum, with 
excoriation, This last symptom had been ob- 
served for some days, but it was regarded 
and treated simply as a consequence of the 
violent agitations, and of her having lately 
passed all her evacuations under her. | 
expected it would end in sphaceius, if she 
were not carried off by the original affec- 
tion, nor could I for the next two days see 
any encouragement to hope otherwise. 

Feb. 1. More feebie; a very bad night; 
has taken but little food; belly open. 
N.B. This is the first time that the appe- 
tite had failed. 

About two hours’ sleep; very restless at 
other times. Two large stools, no way re- 
markable. Blister on head open. It was 
now that I prescribed half-grain doses of 
opium, the effects of which then appeared 
to be particularly beneficial; and as they 
happened to be timed, probably it was so. It 
will be seen, that after the first dose, the pa- 
tient slept eight hours. But then the dispo- 
sition to sleep had manifested itself before. 
Again, the teport of the 31st must not be 
overlooked ; and the events of the follow- 
ing days lead me to ascribe much more to 
Nature, and less to any sort of means, than | 
did at the time; bowever, the following 


3. Began to dose yesterday evening 
}about six, and slept till eight. Took the 
| first dose of opium on awaking, and slept 
| till four, but considerable uneasiness till 
| between two and three, Took a second 
|} dose at four, lay restless till six, aud then 
{slept till eight, but rather uneasily. Speaks 
| better this morning, and takes food well. 
|On pressing the inflamed part, pus came 
| from one of the ulcerated spots in consider- 
able quantity. Pergat. 
| 4. Did not sleep so well, but speaks 
| with less effort, and is, at present, lying 
nearly free from agitation. 
| 5. Much better. Asleep at this time, 
jand in bed, without any restraint. Catch- 
ings nearly gone from face. Was able to sit, 
with support, for an hour to-day. Very copi- 
ous discharge from abscess on sacrum. 

N.B. The quaatity of opium for the two 
| last nights is not stated ; probably it was 


el 
ght. 


two half-grains each n 
6. A very good night, from a single 
|half-grain, Is at present supported, and 
| listening attentively to her sister, who reads 
to her. 

7. Not so good a night, though she took 
two doses of opium. ‘The matter appears to 
come from a great depth. 

10. No sleep ull three, p.m. Took 
three half-grain doses, The agitation and 
catchings have not been so well since the dis- 
charge was less. 

it. Slept till midnight without opium, 
\then took a grain, and slept till morning. 
| Speaks mach better, and in connected sen- 
tences. Was able to work a sum in com- 
pound addition yesterday, her sister setting 
down the figures. ‘Tumour on sacrum much 
subsided. Discharge appears to come from 
a considerable depth. 

12. Is lying on the bed quietly, with- 
out being tied; speaks whole sentences 
almost as well as ever. 

14. Speaks much better, but cannot put 
her tongue out. 

17. A good night. 
nights. 

20. Can now nearly pat ber tongue out. 
Quite free from catchings, and can raise her 
hand to her head. 

22. Is now so tranquil, that she can be 
left alone in the room on the couch, without 
being tied. Gains flesh apace. 

24. Can use a needle a jittle. 

25. Has walked across the room to-day 
without support for the first time, but 
awkwardly. Is now sitting in an easy chair 
without other support. 

26. Is sitting up reading, quite erect, 
without any support. Walks surprisingly 
better. 


No opiam for two 
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28. Is sitting up sewing. Can walk from 
one room to another without help. 

March 2. Is sitting at dinner, using a 
knife and fork, 

Here end my notes of this interesting 
case for that time, She had several subse- 
quent attacks, or rather threatenings, which 
it may be proper briefly to notice. She 


continued so well, that after Christmas she | 


went to a boarding-school in the country ; 
she remained there till the midsummer 
vacation ; but about a week before coming 
home, which was more than fifteen months 
after the termination of my former attend- 
ance, 
chiefly in the left side. This attack proved 
rather protracted than severe. ‘There isa 
slight mention of it in October, nor had she 
ever been quite free from it in the mean- 
time, 
wholly confined by it. It was more like 
chorea, as it commonly occurs. She fre- 
quently walked in the garden, and once was 
at the play; but sometimes the agitations 
were rather severe, and her speech was a 
good deal affected in an evening. She was 
apt to get up in the night, appearing not to 


be quite collected; her temper also was'| 


irritable. There is mention more than once 


of her eyes being bloo.ishot. 
She went to the same school again in 
January, 1817, where I visited her in 


March, and found her with 
times, and face rather flushed, but quite 
Sree from chorea. She had, however, a slight 
threatening of it in April, after which she 
remained so well, that though she came 


she had some return of catchings, | 


but [| know not that she was ever! 


headach et) 
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|grees, however, these indications appeared 
to be changed. 

| In the beginning of January, 1818, in 
| consideration of the menses not having ap- 
| peared, electrical sparks and slight shocks 
through the pelvis were directed, and con- 
|tinued on alternate days for more than a 
'month, with no good effect. 

February 13. Complaint hes much in- 
creased. Liquor arsenical. min. v. ter in- 
dies. She took this two and three times 
|daily for six weeks, with manifest good 
leffect ; but then a cough came on, and it 
| was discontinued, 

March 28. It is noticed still a little 
cough, catchings very slight. Has become 
much more free from them, on the whole, 
isince she took the arsenic. None taken for 
a week. 

From about this time, owing, in part, to 
my attention having been painfully directed 
to other cases in the family, and also to her 
being generally able to go about the house, 
and even to amuse herself by playing on 
the pianoforte, and to walk out occasionally, 
I have preserved very few more minutes of 
| this case. 

May 18. Menses appeared two days ago, 
| for the first time. 

December 29, 1819. 
without the arsenic, 
| again. 

February, 1820. Took carbonate of iron with 
seeming advantage, and, in the same month, 
had a boil upon one of the lower dorsal ver- 
tebre. Chorea seemed better after it broke. 

Of late, 1 have seldom seen my young 


Wes not so well 
Iias returned to it 


home at midsummer, I had not once occa- | friend, and possibly she may still, at times, 
sion to prescribe for her, and she returned have some little of the catchings. When- 
to school after the vacation. In October,| ever I have made inquiries, she has told me 
she had another slight threatening. In the | she was quite well, and, indeed, she is by 
course of the following month I was again much the stoutest of the four surviving 
called to her, and the complaint had taken a | sisters. 
different turn. | August 15, 1823, 1 have this day seen 
November 13. Pain in the region of the Miss A. Her sister told me the family had 
heart, of a week’s standing; soreness on | thought they perceived some slight appear- 
pressure ; ringing in leftear; aching in left | ance of catching a little while ago, but she 
arm. Here 1 may remark, that there is, in| spoke doubtingly, and Miss A. said she had 
this family, a peculiar proneness to affection | remained quite well; she certainly is in 
of the heart, pericardium, and great vessels, | very good health at present. 
more or less acute, in two instances alter-| N.B. Ihave since learned that she has 
nating with rheumatism. In the present lately discontinued an issue, which was set 
instance, however, the symptoms speedily | in her right arm upwards of six years ago. 
gave way, and, on the 20th, she had no| Respecting the practice in these later 
complaint. attacks, I have little to add to what is above 
Only four days afterwards, catchings are stated. Leeches, cuppings, and blisters, 
again noticed, and this proved one of the | often gave very decided relief. Purgatives, 
most obstinate attacks, though never very | too, seemed to be more particularly called 
severe. It resembled a good deal that of for than on the former occasions, Ol. 
the last year, only that slong with the agi-|terebinthin. argent. nitras, and ferri carbo- 
tation, think there is, for about a month or! nas, were given at different times, but with- 
six weeks, more frequent mention of head-| out any visible benefit. Caustics and setons 
ach, heat, and beating in the occiput. | were often mentioned, but there were ob- 
December 19, Eyes are always blood-| jections, or a blister had been applied on the 
shot, when the blister is closed. By de- | very spot; or while they were in contem- 
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plation, she happened to get well without 
them. It has, however, been stated, that 
she had an issue in the arm, and I do not 
find any mention of the eyes being bloodshot, 
from the time that it was set. Indeed, upon 
Dr. Jenner’s principle of derivation, upon 
which he cured even insanity, by rubbing 
unguent. antimonii tartarizat. on the arm, 
possibly an issue in the arm might answer 
as wellas one in the neck. If it were not 
foreign from my present purpose, I could 
quote a remarkable instance, where this 
excellent practice cured a patient of my 
own, of a very painful and obscure visceral 
complaint, by au issue above each knee. | 
confess, however, my own views would 
have led me to prefer a seton or issue in the 
neck, And if the case were to come over 
again, I think I should insist most strongly 
upon it. But at present, my object is not 
so much to vindicate the practice, as to give 
a correct statement of facts.—-N. B. I ought 
to have mentioned, in its proper place, that 
a blister applied to the sacrum produced no 
good effect. 

23d Oct. Had a slight attack of hemate- 
mé preceded by syncope. Her sisters 
thought she had been subject to catchings 
for some time before the hemorrhage. She 
was quite free at my visit, and had no return 
during my attendance. 

February, 1824, Menses return once a 
fortnight. She looks pale. Is quite free 
from the catchings 

18th Dec., 1826. I found my old patient 
very well yesterday, nor has she had any 
catchings, or other symptoms of chorea, 
since my last report. 


SIS, 


Remarks sy Da. Harnrtson. 


The candid narrative of the ingenuous 
writer furnishes, I think, abundant proofs 
of the real source of this distressing ma- 
lady. The attendances commenced on the 
ed of January, 1815. The young sufferer 
had for a fortnight been slightly afflicted 
with chorea. It kept increasing from the 
third visit tothe fourteenth. Her afflictions 
were then so distressing, that it had become 
necessary to confine ber to the bed with 
ligatures. The violence of the disease con 
inued to the end of the month, when it 
suffered an abatement which, as the write: 
justly observes, no one could have anti 
pate d. She spoke intelligibly in the night 
January 51, 
bed, afterwards she slept two hours. The 
next morning, she was able to take “a bason 
of boiled milk, and bread.” We must not 
omit to mention, in this place, that inflam 
mation had been observed for some days, on 
the sacrum, 
last night, and was already accompanied with 


0 


desiring to be moved into} 


| being 


| 


It had increased during the} 
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in sphacelus. Fortwo days, I could see no 
encouregement to hope, though she was cer- 
tainly easier, and slept better.” The follow- 
ing morning, viz. cpr was: A, 3d, her sufferings 
were considerably relieved, and for the first 
time, on pressing the inflamed spots, pus 
came out of one of them, in considerable 
quantity. The medical attendant notices, 


|‘* a very copious discharge from the abseess 


| 


j 


inerves. 


| ramifications, 


onjthe 5th.” He stated, two days after- 
wards, ‘* the matter appears to come from a 
great depth.” On the 10th, the agitations 
and catchings have been more severe, “‘ since 
the discharge was less.” On the 14th, he 
says, ‘‘ tumour on sacrum much subsided.” 
Ratio symptomat m—We are led to bee 
lieve, that suppurative 

the lumbar, or sacral can 1, was the exc iting 
cause of the painful and diversified symp- 
toms enumerated in this remarkable case, 
because the enclosed pus had scarcely began 
to escape, before the choroid symptoms suf- 
fered a perceptible diminution, and after the 
discharge had continued only a few days, 
they wholly disappeared, leaving the patient 
comparatively easy and cheerful. It is 
worthy of remark, that on one particular 
day, the d lischarge being lessened, the agi- 
tations and catc! hings were more severe—a 
proof of some hidden connexion subsisting 
between the chorea and interior of the 
theca, 

We shall, I think, be able to explain the 
phenomena which manifested themselves 
on this occasion, by pursuing the anatomical 
distribution of the spinal nerves, from their 
commencement in the back to their ultimate 
The voluntary muscles de- 
rive al] their nervous energy from the spinal 
marrow, and the involuntary are chiefly 
supplied from the same fountain.* Irrita- 
tion affecting any portion of this delicate 
substance are occasionally propagated from 
it to every other. The nerves proceeding 
from thence, carry the impressions’ alorg 
their subdivisions, and agitate the muscular 
structure, in which they terminate. The 
chorea was, I think, excited in the arms 
through the axillary plexuses, and in the 
lower extremities, by means of the crural 
The same reasoning will explain 


ithe other phenomena, under which this 


i- | both 
' . 
considerably dilated. 


patient suffered. One of the symptoms 
was a puriform secretion, with suffusion in 
Afterwards the pupils were 
Still she could tell 
the hour by awatch. In subsequent attacks, 
mention is made more than once, of her eyes 
bloodshot. The same symptom is 

gain noticed in the report for December, 
1817 ° 

One of the complaiots 


* See Dr. 


eves, 


offlicting Miss 


Harrison's Essay ou Spinal 


excoriation, “I expected its t rmination | Dispases, &c, 
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Porch, whose case is already described, was|merly made in regard to the eyes will apply 
inflammation of the opaque cornea. Though | equally to these latter symptoms. 
she had frequent returns, while walking; The writer adds to this melancholy train 
about, the horizontal position was scarcely | of symptoms, ‘‘ every muscle of her face 
commenced before the ophthalmia left her ;| Was in a state of almost constant catching.” 
and though several years have intervened | So extensive were her sufferings, that all 
since her restoration to good health, it has the voluntary muscles were subjected to the 
never returned. |unconttollable influence of a powerful ex- 
In another patient, with a large gibbosity | citation. 
between the shoulders, the eyes had been| Besides the parts of the face already men- 
a@ source of uneasiness for several years, | tioned, it is supplied with nerves from the 
The sight was always weak. The eyes|5th and 7th pairs. Having spoken of the 
were often inflamed, and the palpebre gene-| former, we need not enlarge upon the de- 
rally became glued together in her sleep. tails. A branch of the latter, called pes 
This young lady found her vision improve) ®aserinus, or nerve of expression, anas- 
as the distortion abated. ‘The inflammation |tamoses freely with the spinal nerves in 
also left her during the treatment, and the |the neck, and under the jaw; itis through 
palpebrw no longer cohered. | this branch that the countenance suffers so 
I have already explained the nervous/distressingly in spinal complaints. Persons 
communication between some parts of the | familiar with these deformities have little 
eyes and the spine. In order to account for | difficulty in ascertaining their presence, or 
the symptoms just enumerated, we must) in judging pretty correctly of their magni- 
take into account that the eyes are supplied | tude, by merely seeing the visage. 
from different sources. One portioa PP ihe! In early life I accidentally met with 4 
ophthalmic branch of the fifth pair unites| young lady, who had a considerable gibbo- 
with a ramification of the third, to form the| sity between her shoulders. Burke's chi- 
ophthalmic ganglion. Numerous fibrils, | valrous description of the unfortunate con- 
called ciliary, issuing from it, run to the|sort of Louis the Sixteenth was strictly 
eyeball. Having pierced the sclerotic coat,| applicable to what I beheld. “ It is now 
they creep along between it and the choroid, sixteen orseventeen years,” he observes,* 
to supply the iris, Other branches of the/|‘‘ since I saw the Queen of France, then 


same nerve proceed to the palpebr, tunica| the dauphiness, at Versailles, and surely 


conjunctiva, and lachrymal gland. Hence | never lighted on this orb, which she hardly 
it follows that, inasmuch as a direct-inter.| seemed to touch, a more delightful vision, 
course subsists between the spinal nerves|! saw her just above the horizon, decorat- 
and the fifth pair, also mediately through |ing and cheering the elevated sphere she 
the great sympathetic, the subacious glands | just began to move in, glittering like the 
will be disordered in their secretions, the | morning-star, full of life, and splendour, and 
tunica conjunctiva will also, occasionally,|joy. Oh! what a revolution! and what a 
inflame and suppurate, in spinal maladies, {heart must I have to contemplate, without 
*€ On the 16th, the pupils were consider- | emotion, that elevation and that fall.” 
ably dilated, but she can tell the hour by| More than twenty years passed away 
my watch.” Such is the complicated struc-| before my second interview. Never can | 
ture, and so various are the uses, of the eyes, lforget the changes which disease had 
that no fewer than five pairs of nerves are| Wrought in this fascinating beauty. Not 
distributed upon this curious organ ; each | only were the lilies and roses faded, the 
is endowed with its peculiar office ; that of/eyes had lost their lustre, and the face, 
vision is performed by the second or optic| which beamed with animation and enchant- 
nerves. As the sight was little impaired, I| ment, was become languid, contracted, and 
conclude that branch of nerves did not| furrowed. The clear and bright tints of 
suffer in any considerable degree. Indeed,| her complexion had been exchanged fora 
such an exemption might have been antici-|dull and muddy hue. She was moreover 
pated, because these nerves have no ana-| feeble, and almost worn out, at the early 
tomical connexion with the spine, or great| age of forty. This is by no means a solitary 
sympathetic. Not so the iris; it is furnish-| instance of the kind. These premature spo- 
ed from the fifth pair, and therefore, when | liations are of frequent occurrence among 
that becomes affected, the pupils are liable, | the fair sex, and have been often noticed. 
from that cause alone, to be preternaturally| 30. Difficulty in giving food, the tongue 
expanded or contracted. | being drawn to the roof of the mouth.” It 
During the paroxysms of pain she grated | is alleged, in the report for Feb. 14th, that 
her teeth, and gnashed them together, with|‘‘ she cannot put her tongue out of her 
force enough “ to indent the silver spoon| mouth.” This organ, so useful in modulat- 
used in oo her.” As the jaws and|—————_-— ——_—- 
teeth are supplied from other divisions of} * Burke’s Reflections on the Revolution 
the fifth pair of nerves, the remarks for-|in France. 
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ing sounds, and in deglutition, is supplied {and after weighing the importance of the 
with its nerves from the 5th, the 8th, and | facts, he proceeded to institute the following 
oh pairs. These several nerves, being inquiries. First. Are tanners more exempt 
each of them joined anatomically to the | from consumption than other men? Secondly, 
spinal nerves and great sympathetic, were |To what cause is such an exemption to be 
made to accord, and to participate with | traced? Thirdly. Can this cause be extend- 
them, on the present occasion. ed, as a remedy, to all consumptive patients ? 

29. * Stools and urine involuntary, and| The answer at which he had arrived to the 


unconsciously discharged.” ‘The close con- 
nexion subsisting between the bladder, rec- 
tum, and spine, has been already explained.* 


first inquiry was affirmative ; for after most 
extensive observations of his own, aided by 
the concurring testimony of others, well 


Sometimes distortion of the loins occasions | qualified to furnish him with facts, he bad 
ouly deterioration in the fecal and urinary jnot discovered one unequivocal instance of 
secretions, but | have known it prodace the| the death of a tanner from pulmonary con- 
entire loss of feeling, and of the expulsive| sumption. As Bermondsey employed the 
faculty in both. Examples will hereafter | largest number of tanners in the kingdom, 
be given of this most calamitous failure in| his chief inquiries had been directed to that 
these functions, and of their perfect resto-| place. ‘The testimony of Mr. Steney, a resie 
ration, by rectifying the spinal column. | dent practitioner, was, that for thirty years 
he could not remember a death from this 
cause among the tanners; nor could Mr. 
| Castle, during 9 practice of twenty-three 
WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY. |Yeers- Neither did the hospitals afford » 
| single case. The tanners themselves said, 
ithe disease never occurred amongst them. 
rhere were about seven hundred tanners at 
| Bermondsey; of these, perhaps, five in 
every hundred died annually, and, according 
| to the usual calculations, three out of these 
five might be expected to die of phthisis 
|pulmonalis. In Mr. Steney’s practice that 
Dr. Dopp read his promised paper on the | would have given him ninety deaths of this 
exemption of tanners from phthisis pulmon- | complaint ; yet not one of the medical men 
alis, and the efficacy of the aroma of oak | knew ofa case. He (Dr. D.) was persuaded 
bark in the cure of that complaint. It stated | the same held good in other places, He had 
that his attention had for some time been | met but with three instances to the contrary ; 
directed to this subject, which he believed | one in Scotland, one in London, and one in 
was, in great measure, new to the profession, | Devonshire; and each of these was compli- 
though, vulgarly, the business of a tanner had | cated with other diseases. 
long been regarded as particularly healthy. | Dr. Dodd then proceeded to show that the 
The result of his inquiries was, that tanners| families of tanners, especially the females, 
enjoyed a peculiar ood from consump- | were not equally favoured,—that those who 
tion, and that this exemption was to be jlived in the neighbourhood of tan yards 
traced to the nature of their calling. The| were remarkably free from consumption,— 
following circumstance hed first drawn his| that tanners being taken from the lower 
attention to the subject. He had had a/ ranks, were as liable to disease as other 
patient, a weaver, twenty-five years of age, | operatives,—that their exemption from con- 
who was suffering under all the symptoms of | sumption existed in spite of the low, damp 
phthisis pulmonalis ; symptoms which were | situation and exposure of tan yards,—and 
so marked, that he only thought of miti- that their moral habits and mode of living 
gating them, not curing the complaint.| were on a par with those ofothermen. As 
He treated him accordingly, but at the! to the immediate cause of this exemption, he 
end of three weeks the man suddenly! thought it was the aroma which arose from 
quitted his residence, and went he knew not| the bark, which aroma appeared to him to 
where. Twelve months after, he met with | be a compound substance, of a pungent, acid 
him again, and then found he had become aj natnre, possessing antiseptic properties, 
tanner, because, as the man said, ‘‘ Tanners| with a tendency to heal pulmonary tubercles, 
were never affected with consumption.” To} and fortify the lungs against disease, 
the truth of this the man’s appearance bore | But the most important part of the subject, 
considerable testimony, for instead of a con- | Dr, Dodd thought, was the possible, artifi- 
sumptive patient, he was then astrong,stout, | cial employment of this aroma for the cure 
healthy man. This case produeed a conside- | of phthisis pulmonalis ; and he bad eccord- 
table impression on his ( Mr. Dodd’s) mind, | ingly contrived an apparatus for communi- 
—— _ cating it to the lungs. It consisted of a cask 
* See Dr, Harrison’s Essay, &c., Case 9.| with a close cover, having bellows beneath, 





Saturday, March 14, 1829, 


Dr. Somervittve in the Chair. 


RFSIDENCE IN A TAN YARD, AN ALLEGED 
REMEDY POR PULMONARY CONSUMPTION. 





812 CONSUMPTION. 

communicating with a tin tube, by which a | occupation of tanners sufficient to account 
stream of impregnated air might be evolved | for their exemption from disease. 

and breathed by the patient. This subject) Mr. Green had impressions in favour of 
he now submitted to the consideration of Dr. Dodd's theory, and related two cases 
the society, expressing his}feeling, that if in which the atmosphere of tan yards had 
there were any just grounds for his views, | been efficacious. The latter, which was 
the question was a most important one, and | elaborately detailed, and highly picturesque 


that in an inquiry into it, at least fifty un- 
successful cases ought to be thrown into 
the scale, before a final decision should be 
given against the facts in favour of this 
specific. 

The Cuarrman inquired whether the 


wages of the tanners were such as to allow | 
and | 


of their enjoying many comforts, 
whether they were at all dissipated men, 

Dr. Dopp said that they earned fifteen 
shillings a week, and that they were rather 
dissipated than otherwise. 

Mr. Riavore expressed a strong opirion 
against the views of Dr. Dodd ; during con- 
siderable opportunities for forming conclu- 
sions, he had not arrived at one single in- 


in the incidents, greatly interested the 
younger members of the society, and much 
amused the seniors. The subject of the 
case was a sylph-like young lady, with a 
pink blush, and all that delicacy of form and 
feature, which usually distinguish the con- 
sumptive patient. She had particularly 
excited the worthy member's attention, 
from her daily walks in a tan yard, into 
which the window of his back room then 
looked. Her appearance still forced itself 
upon his memory ; and he was rejoiced to say 
she derived great benefits from these visits, 
(Much laughter.) 

Mr. Burnett ridiculed the idea of spe- 
cifics in consumption, and especially sati- 


stance of benefit being obtained from ex-| rized the attempts to cure it by exposure to 
posure to the tanning process. He thought|the atmosphere of cows, as attempted by 


it very unlikely that an atmosphere so dilut-| Dr. Beddoes. He thought Dr. Dodd's 
ed with the astringent particles of the bark, | paper very deficient in facts—the only true 


could be of any use in the complaint. The 
fluid applied externally might be a specific 
for ulcers. 

Mr. Bincuam thought that the supposed 


effects might be due to the antiseptic 
qualities of the putrid skins. Butchers and 
gluemakers were very free from consump- 
tion. The occupations of tanners in the 





open air were favourable to health. 


Mr. Hunt considered, that though the | 
aroma might heal pulmonary ulcers, it might | 
not cure the disease. He did not think} 
butchers more exempt from it than other | 
men. Did Dr. Dodd think the aroma pre- | 
vented the development of ulcers, or cured 
them when they appeared. 

Dr. Jonnstone thought that theorists 
very easily found facts to support their doc- | 
trines; but did not so readily discover those 
that were against them. No man, perhaps, 
was less likely to be bigoted to an opinion 
than Dr. Dodd; but human nature was the 
same in all ages and countries. He did not 
agree with Dr. Dodd’s views, and thought 
them ill supported by facts. The average 
fatality of consumptive patients was one in 
four and a half, not three in five. 


Dr. Mitiicas could not agree with Dr. 
Dodd. There were other things in the oc- 
cupations of tanners besides the aroma, suffi- 
cient to preserve them in health; he had, 
however, some public patients on whom Dr. 
Dodd might make some experiments wiih 
his apparatus, if he chose. ‘There was, 
however, little hope for such persons, when 
tubercles or hectic fever had once appeared. 





Dr, Stewart considered the general 


basis of a theory. As for consumption, what 
Ovid had said of love, might as appropriately 
be put into the mouth of the consumptive 
patient: “ Hei mihi! quod phthisis, nullis est me- 
dicabilis herbis.”’ Specifics were absurd, Pub. 
lic attention had been lately much drawn to 
anew one. He knewa case in which it had 
been tried. It consisted in an application 
rubbed on the chest; the = went on 
using it for three weeks, then got worse, 
and then died. This was one of the many 
unsuccessful cases which had never been 
published. 

Dr. Grecory thought the statements of 
Dr. Dodd were very important; whence, 
however, had Dr. Dodd drawn his conclu- 
sions as to the deaths of tanners at Ber- 
mondsey? The records of benefit societies 
were the only proper source, 

Dr. Dopp, in - reply, reiterated 
his opinions, and alluded to a case in 
which a man, who took to the employment 
of tunning bark, was cured of consumption 
in three months, He also knew a gentleman 
who resided near a tan yard, who was in- 
variably affected if he left the neighbour- 
hood, but who, on his return, found relief, 
even as soon as he was within ten yards of 
the pits. His estimates had not been de- 
rived from the stewards of benefit societies, 
but from medical practitioners. He should 
pursue his inquiries, however; and the 
Chairman having hoped the subject would 
be renewed on the next evening, if there 
were no other topic of more importance, the 
meeting adjourned, 
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LONDON MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
Monday, March 16, 1829. 


Tuomas Cattaway, Esq., President, in 
the Chair. 


Induction of a new President, and other Offi- 
cers—The Non- Fever Cuse—Insufficiency of 
the Registrar's Minutes—Inaccuracy of the 
Report in The Lancet—General Meeting to 
take into consideration the Question of Re- 


porting—Vute of thanks to the lute Officers— | 


Dissection—The Melanoid Cases. 


Tuts being the first meeting of the Society | 
after the celebration of the fifty-sixth anni- | 


versary, Mr. Callaway, the newly-elected 
president, took the chair. It is the first 
time that the chair has been filled by a sur- 
geon as president, since the formation of 
the Society. New members of the council, 


treasurer, secretary, &c., have been elected | 


since the Society met, a fortnight ago. 


The President, on taking the chair, ad- 
dressed the members thus :— 

Gentlemen,—It is impossible for me to 
take possession of this chair, without thank- 
ing you, in the warmest manner, for the 


honour you have conferred upon me, in 
electing me to fill it—an honour I appre- 
ciate, and trust 1 shall ever be sensible of. 
I fear, however, that, in thus electing me, 


you have overlooked many other indi- 
viduals, who are much better qualified to 
fill it. This honour I fcel the more, 
when I look around me, and see many in- 
dividuals who were among my earliest and 
best friends ; because, by that circumstance, 
the appointment is rendered the more 
flattering. As far as 1:egards myself, 1 am 
convinced I shall be deficient in thoge quali 
ties that have distinguished many, if not all, 
who have filled this chair before me ; but 
whatever those deficiencies may be, | hope 
my attention and zeal will be as much as 


you can expect, and certainly as much as 1 | 


can pay. Withrespect to the Society itself, | 
am happy to say it appears to me, there is 
but one point on which all its members do 
not seem agreed. Feeling that this So-| 
ciety, as the parent of such institutions in | 
London, should be distinguished and sup 
ported in the best possib! e manner, | hope 
you will all render me your assistance in 
making and maintain’ng it what it cu.ht t 
be. As far as 1 shall be able, I shall be, at 
all times, glad to do every thing I cen, con- 
ducive to that object. 1 am convinced that 
nothing tends so much to benefit us in our 
views in our profession, as to have frequent 
meetings. Young as I am in experience, 
it has taught me, the more we meet the 
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| better shall we support our Society, and the 

more shall we show our respect for our pro- 
fession; whenever differences of opinion 
arise, frequent meetings, and frequent dis- 
| cussions, will assuredly lessen them. As 
|far as I am personally concerned with this 
Society, I shall, I hope, imitate the exar mp le 
| which so many individuals, who have filled 
ithis chair, have left me; but it would be 
| wrong in me, now, to make professions, and 
therefore I can oniy hope, when I have the 
honour of meeting you at our next anni- 
versary, my conduct shall have been such as 
to have secured your approbation, and that 
will prove my highest reward. (Much ap- 
plause. ) 

The Reotsrrar read the Minutes of the 
last meeting; he also read minutes of 
what took ~~ respecting the transfer of 
offices, &c., last Monday, from which it ap- 
peared that Mr. Greville Jones delivered 
| the oration at the anniversary dinner, and 
| that Dr, Stewart was chosen to deliver it at 
the next anniversary. 

Mr. Howe t rose to make some observa- 
tions on the case lately brought before the 
Society by Dr. Johnstone. He hed seen, in 
| the last printed report of the Society's pro- 
ceedings, that Dr. Ramadge had said, (in 
contradiction of Dr. Johnstone’s statement, ) 
that the patient, in question, really had 
fever, and that he (Dr. Ramadge) received 
information of this from Mr. Howell. Dr. 

Remadge had also stated that Mr. Howell 
was present in the Society. He ( Mr. Howell) 
|wished it to be understood, that he knew 

nothing of Dr. Ramadge. He was not 
jaware of any other Howell being in the 
Society but himself, and he could assure the 
| Society, that he had made no communication 
}on the subject, nor had he ever heard of the 
case until it was brought before the public 
in the manner to which he alluded. 

Mr. Gossett, however unwilling he was 
to complain, felt it his duty to object to the 
imperfect manner in which the Registrar 
had taken a minute of the cases he had re- 
lated to the Society a fortnight ago. When 
he did himself the honour of relat’ng the 
| particulars of those cases, he regarded them 
}as of some interest and importance ; there- 
lfore he could not help thinki ing the Regis- 
| trar ought to have givensome report of them 
on this occasion to the Society, whereas, 
in fact, he had given none. What made the 
thing worse was, that he had taken a pretty 
full note of remarks made by Mr. Tyrrell 
| and others egainst the cases. ‘I his was very 
little encouragement to Members to take 
the trouble of collecting and detailing facts ; 
for, in doing this, they incurred considerable 
risk, as their cases were recorded in a 
garbled state, the opinions of others against 
them being given, while the real facts were 
withheld, 








VO PLT 24 Ope 


Bis MISCELLANEOUS, 


The Recrstran felt sorry for his omis- 
sion; but the reason was, that the cases 
communicated to the Society by Mr. Gosset 
were read by him, at very considerable 
length, from written papers, which were 
afterwards retained in the possession of the 
author. When cases were read, it was not 
customary to take minutes so fully of them, 
as if the particulars were detailed orally. 

Mr. Gossett considered this a very sin- 
gular explanation; for, in this view, it 
seemed an easier matter to copy that which 
was said as it was read, than that which 
was delivered extemporaneously. 

The Reoisrrar was willing, to the utmost 
of his power, to meet the wishes of the So- 
ciety in his mode of taking minutes of the 


proceedings ; but this he found not very | 


easy, for one member wished a full, and 
another a very curtailed, note to be taken. 


Mr. Sutarty thought, that when mem- 
bers read cases to the Society, it would be 
much better for them to leave their papers 
with the Registrar, for him to take copies 
at bis leisure. 

The Presivenr was of opinion, that if 
all members were to follow Mr. Gossett’s 
plan of communicating the particulars of 
their cases to the Society, it would prevent 
a great deal of time being consumed, by 
gentlemen rising to put questions, the ne- 
cessity of which would be obviated, but 
which often necessarily followed oral state- 
ments. 

The Recrsrrar, in a short time after- 
wards, found that he had taken a more full 
note of the particulars of Mr. Gossett’s 
cases, than.he had read, and which he then 
took the liberty of reading over to the So- 
ciety. 





Mr. Gossett immediately rose and said, | 
that what had been just read so much re- | 
sembled that which appeared in Tue Lan- 


moving eyes in cases in which it had not 
been necessary. 

The Recisrrar observed, that as fault 
had been found with the report of the cases 
in Tue Lancer, as well as with his minute 
of them, he would. only take the liberty of 
hoping, that when gentlemen next read 


jcases, they would take the trouble of leay- 


ing their papers with him. 

The Reporter would not have addressed 
the Meeting, had it not been that the accu- 
racy of his report in Tue Lancer was 
calied into question. For many years he 
had been in the constant habit of report- 
ing ; he was perfectly competent, if neces- 
sary, to report every word that passed in 
the Society ; he had also been accustomed 
to report, in a condensed shape, the sub- 
stance of meetings; he had no feeling but 
that of impartiality and accuracy, and he 
insisted upon the report in Tue Lancer 
being substantially correct. 


Mr. Gosserr. Had he not bad the papers 
still in his possession, from which he read 
the details of his cases, from the confident 
manner with which the gentleman who last 
spoke had addressed himself, he (Mr. Gos- 
set) should have been inclined to doubt his 
own understanding. He had distinctly 
stated, that in one of the cases the patient 
lived eighteen months after the operation ; 
that in the other, it was two years since the 
operation was performed, and that the pa- 
tient, up to this time, was perfectly well ; 
neither of these facts appeared in the re- 
port in Tur Lancer, and this, with the 
other imperfections attending the report of 
his cases, much surprised him, recollecting 
the usual accuracy of the reports in that 
publication. 

The Rerorrer was about to make ano- 
ther observation, when 

The Presipenrt intimated that he thought, 


cet, that he should consider it either had | particularly as the subject of reporting was 
been copied from Tut Lancer, or thet the| what he might call sub judice, it might be 
report in Tnx Lancer had been made from | a8 well, that this discussion should not be 
it. In fact, the two reports were word for | prolonged. 

word, and were calculated to convey aner-| The Reporter was by no means anxious 
roneous impression. In the first place, itwas| to prolong it. As to reporting, he was cer- 
said, that they were ‘ cases of what he (Mr. tain that Mr, Wakley would feel very glad 
Gossett) considered malignant tumours,” as if} to have the question set at rest; and be 
he had had some doubt upon the subject. | was authorised by Mr. Wakley to state, ul 
More especially was this made to appear, by | the Society said reports should not be 
Mr. Tyrrell having actually thrown out doubts made, another syllable of its proceedings 
as to the nature of the second case. In the should never appear in the pages of Tus 
next place, the subject of one of the cases Lancer. 

was represented to be “a young lady,”| Mr. Suzanry thought the subject of 
and afterwards she was ‘ the girl,” whereas | reporting ought to be set at rest; it was 
the Society would recollect that he had due to all that it should be s0, and he would 
styled her Mistress, wtat. 41. He felt itright | teke upon himself to move that a general 
to make this representation, in order to cor- | meeting should be called for the purpose of 
rect the error that had been fallen into, as boning the subject fully discussed and 
it would be a very unpleasant thing for him settled. 

to have it circulated, that he liad been re-| Mr, Kixopon said that the subject was 





mot 
orat 
wer 
but 

res; 

tain 
off-! 
publ 
gard 
hion 
thes 
thin 

the 
requ 
tion 

wou 


sent 
sect 
Shee 
Toun 
not | 


MR, JONES’S ORATION. 


left in the hands of the President by the 
Council, for him to dispose of, 

Dr. Ryan surely thought it due to the 
Members of the Society, that they should 
have something definite on the system of 
reporting, either from the President, Coun- 
cil, or somebody else. 

The Prestpent having looked at the 
rules, found it was competent for him to 
give notice, which he accordingly did, that 


on Monday next, at eight o’clock, a general | 


meeting would be held, for the express 
purpose of taking into consideration the 
subject of reporting; as he was, and should 
continue to by, very anxious to put a stop to 
every thing like a digression from discus- 
sions on strictly professional subjects. 


Dr. Watsuman moved the thanks of the 
Society to Dr. Shearman, for his late very 
able services in the office of President. 

Mr. Kixcpon had great pleasure in se- 
conding this motion, and moved that thanks 
should be returned to him, for his very ex- 
cellent conduct as their Jate Treasurer. 

The resolution was carried unanimously, 

Dr. Sugarman appreciated the honour, 
and only wished that he had been better 
able to discharge the duties which devolved 
upon him. 

Dr. Srewart moved the thanks of the 
Society to Mr. Greville Jones, for the able 
Oration he had delivered on their anniver- 
sary, and that that gentleman should be 
requested to print it. 

Mr. Gosserr seconded the motion. 

The resolution was carried unanimously, 

Mr. Jones believed it was not customary 
to assent or dissent to the latter part of this 
motion, until it was again mentioned to the 
orator by the Council. In his oration, topics 
were introduced, not of a political nature, 
but upon which many of the most highly 
respectable heads of the profession enter 
tained contrary opinions; and if he were 
off-hand, at the request of the Society, to 
publish this oration, the public would re- 
gard those topics as sanctioned, and the opi- 
nions as adopted by the Society. Under 
these circumstances, he begged to say no- 
thing more until he should hear again from 
the Council on this subject, and should the 
request be again repeated, to have the ora 
tion published, he trusted the consequences 
would be previously well weighed. (Ap- 
plause.) 

The Presipent drew the attention of the 
Society toa petition which laid on the table, 
for the signatures of members, to be pre- 
sented to Parliament, on the subject of dis- 
section; and, at the suggestion of Mr. 
Shearly, directed the Registrar to send it 
round to all the Members’ houses, who had 


uot signed it, for their signatures, at such | 


815 


periods as would be most likely for them to 
be met with at home. 

Mr. Suearcy thought it highly important 
that the petition should be presented forth- 
with, if the bill Mr. Warburton lately 
brought into the House of Commons, had 
passed into a law, he (Mr. Shearly) should 
himself have been able during the last few 
days to have delivered over one body for 
dissection. He was decidedly averse to the 
disinterring of the dead. 

Mr. Gosserr made a few additional ob- 
servations on his cases, and exhibited the 
preparations. He was still of opinion that 
the diseases were malignant, and that no 
exhibition of mercury would have re- 
moved them. 

Dr. Wiittams introduced for discus- 
sion, in absence of a better subject, Febris 
| Infantile Remittens, which underwent a 
| desultory discussion, and the Society broke 
up» 








IN WHICH 
THE COLD 


CASES OF INTERMITTENT FEVER, 
BLEEDING WAS EMPLOYED IN 
STAGE. 


By Joun Macxiyxtosu, M.D., Lecturer on 
the Practice of Physic, &e., in Edinburgh. 


(Coneluded from page 781.) 


Case 40.—Malignant, shivering inter- 
mittent, with hiccup. Stay in the hospital 
from 7th to the evening of 8th July. Au- 
topsy ; arachnitis, gastritis. 

Vincent Cola Paolo, of Rimini, xt. 40, of 
a good constitution, residing at Roma 
Vecchia, entered the hospital on 7th July. 
Had been attacked with a paroxysm of fever 
on the previous evening. On the morning 
of the 7th, his state was the . following : 
hands colder than those of a dead person ; 
pulse 108, small, contracted ; hiccup regular 
mits returns, fourteen times in the minute ; 
position supine ; sighs drawn easily ; answers 
pretty correctly, he experiences pain in the 
| region of the liver. In the evening the fit 
| declined, and the hiccup disappeared. 
| On the morning of the 8th complete re- 

turn of senses, aud natural expression, 
| which, during the paroxysm, assumed that 
particular aspect which characterises those 
labouring under the fever; but the hands 
have always an icy coldness, which extends 
{half way up the forearm, According to his 
own account, he is not aware of their being 
cold; but on placing them on his belly, be 
at once becomes sensible of their coldness ; 
he speaks as in the state of health, At 
nine o'clock, his appearance became as if 
besotted ; he replied with hesitation and re- 
luctance. Has an inclination to sigh. He 
lay on the side, with the legs bent upon the 
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abdomen; the fit commenced, the cold{that he declined to give any account of it, 
gained upon the trunk, respiration became | All Le assured us of was, that he had never 
short, some tendency to hiccup; in short|had the fever. He has not been to stool 
he died at three in the afternoon, with the|since the purgative; in the afternoon he 
eyes open, was twice ill. 
apyrexia. Evening. Pulse scarcely perceptible, 
Examination after Death—General injec- | great pain, extremities cold, the left hand 
tion of the arachnoid, which is thicker than| more so than the right; it is of a livid co- 
natural, red, and as if doubled by a sangui-|lour. Temperature of the belly, of the chest, 
nolent false membrane; the vessels dis- | almost natural; face pale, delirium, agita- 
tributed upon the circumvolutions of the/| tion, inquietude, Decoction of bark, §viij.; 
brain are engorged ; the stomach is much/| extract of bark, theriaque, aa. 5ij.; laud. 
inflamed in its pyloric half, the rest of the liq. anod. camph, emuls. aa. gr. xx. ; blis- 


| si 


| 


He took some bark during is 


intestinal canal healthy. 


Case 41.—Malignant, shiverivg, inter-| 


mittent fever. Stay in the hospital from 


the morning of the 11th to the evening of 


the 12th July. Autopsy ; arachnitis, gastro- 
enteritis, splenitis. 

Angelo Donni, of Milan, ext. 35, weak, 
lymphatic constitution ; preparer of maca- 
roni. On the Sth July, 1822, he entered 
one of the grottos of Monte Testaccio, 
when he experienced a general sense of 
cold, which he attempted to shake off by 
drinking seven or eight glasses of wine ; 
but could not, however, warm himself, He 
then felt a great weakness, which was the 
predominant symptom during the six days 
previous to his entering the hospital. Ilis 
state had so little of a decided febrile cha- 
racter, that, according to his account, the 
medical man could not tell him if he had 
had the fever. He hada sense of general 
uneasiness; took an emetic and a purga- 
tive, and returned to his work; but the 
general state of disease and uneasiness in- 
creasing, as likewise the weakness, cn the 
11th of July, in the morning, he came to 
the hospital of Saint Esprit, on foot, sup- 
ported by a man oneach side of him. Being 
arrived in the first ward, where IL first saw 
him, he seated himself upon a form, and ap- 
peared to feel ill. He let himself fall down 


upon the right side, but the expression of 


his countenance was not that of a person 
fainting. There was something in the mo- 
tions of his head, of his eyes, resembling 
those symptoms produced by drunkenness, 
and not that want of power occasioned by 
the cessation of the motions of the heart. 
Ile was supported merely, and recovered ; 
he was then enabled to ascend more than 
thirty steps, in order to reach the clinical 
ward. When in bed, the following was his 
condition ; pulse frequent, weak ; tempera- 
ture of thighs, legs, hands, and arms, co!d; 
tongue moist, and not red. He was able to 
give a history of his previous state, never- 
theless he begged the physician to question 
his companion, who accompanied him to the 
hospital, for, although he had neither de- 
lirium, nor coma, nor syacope, he ap; eared 
so confused, so little master of his ideas, 


ters to the thighs. 

| 12th July. At half-past one in the morn- 
ing, sweat general, copious, but cold, In 
the morning at the visit, weakness always 
the same; pulse insensible at the arms, 
lwhich are cold, as also the thighs; the 
belly is a little warmer, but it is also below 
the natural temperature ; pulse at the tem- 
|ples 114. The blistered surface pale, no 
water under the epidermis, which remains 
only detached. He has lost no part of his 
judgment, but manifests a tendency to 
drowsiness; complains of no pain; the 
belly is not tender on pressure ; the princi- 
pal ailment is great weakness. listers to 
the arms ; bark 3ij. in the wine. 

A little later, return of the same symp- 
toms, alternating with delirium and drowsi- 
ness; general sense of cold intense. Died 
at half past five in the afternoon. 

Half an hour after his death, the body 
was warmer than during life. 

Examination fifteen hours after death.—Sto- 
mach highly inflamed between its great cur- 
vature and the pylorus. Intestines pre- 

| senting traces of inflammation in some points. 

Spleen soft and pulpy, liver healthy, old 
jadhesions of right lung. Before opening 
the cranium, the head’ was separated from 
the trunk, when there escaped by the occi- 
pital foramen a great quantity of bloody se- 
rum. Injection of the arachnoid in its mi- 
nutest ramifications, but a little more oa 
the left than on the right side. Great en- 
gorzement of the vessels distributed on the 
circumvolutions, more marked on the left 
side. Grey substance of the brain, of a 
pale, rather than of a deep hue ; choroid 
plexus pale ; serosity between the circum- 
volutions ; brain of a soft consistence. 

If any other instances were wanting to 
prove the inefficacy of the ordinary p!an of 
treatment in severe cases, they will be rea- 
dily found in contemplating the following 
table of results, which befel one of the 
finest armies which Great Britain ever sent 
from her shores, and which went to Wal- 
cheren on the Sth July, 1809. The dis- 

| eases were intermitting and remitting fevers. 
Che men did not die from want of bark, and 
| ‘here never was & finer medical staif; the 
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members of which displayed the greatest | ordinary treatment. In these cases the re- 
zeal and talents, and many of them fell vic- action of the system cannot fully develope 
tims to their assiduity.* itself, in consequence of the extent to which 
internal congestion has taken place, aud 
From the facts already detailed, I think | which this practice will remove. 
I may safely draw the following conclu- 5. That it may be used with safety in any 
sions :— climate where the cold stage continues long 
i. I need scarcely say that bleeding in | and threatens danger. 
the cold stage will not necessarily produce | 6. That bleeding in the cold stage is, at 
death. all events, more successful than in the hot 
2. That this practice will sometimes cure | 8taze, or than in the intervals ; for although 
the disease; at others it will prove bene- | 1 have often seen bleeding used in such cir- 
ficial by breaking the chain of diseased ac- | cumstances, and with advantage, by miti- 
tion, and rendering the subsequent pa- gating unpleasant symptoms, yet | have 
roxysms milder and milder. never known the subsequent paroxysm pre- 
3. That bleeding in the cold stage has in| vented by it. 
almost every case cut short the cold fit,and| 7.“Ihe practice may be adopted in the 
prevented the subsequent stages of the pa- first stage of all fevers. 
roxysm, $2 that the hot and sweating stages 8. If these cases possessed no practical 
are saved. It seems to operate by antici- merit whatever, they promise to be produc- 
pating the natural efforts of the constitu- tive of great advantage to medical science, 
tion, removing the internal congestion, and by destroying the very foundation of the 
restoring the lost balance of the circulating | erroneous system of Cullen. The doctrines 
system. upon which this system is founded have, to 
4. That it promises to be most service-| this day, bewildered old and young in the 
able in severe autumnal intermittents ; and | profession, who think and act only under 
more particularly in the peruicious and ma-| the aod of authority. Cullen’s system has 
lignant fevers, as they are termed, of Italy, | been a great bar to all improvement in me- 
Holland, and other marshy countries, which | dicine, and is the principal cause of the 
are well known to be very fatal under the | backward state of pathology in this country. 





Officers Men. Total. 


* Embarked on 5th July, 1809 ......eeceeeeees 1,738 .0-- 37,481 .... 39,219 
Of these, there were killed in action ..... eg ote 99 106 
IEEE « onba.cciccccneeeseesccceses ve 80 cece BMBR ccce 
Sent home very ill ......cccccecsccsecccsccce BO cece 1,899 .rcc 
Deserted tothe enemy ......+- occe OO occa 
Discharged ...ccccsccccccess 
Of these, there returned home with the army .... 1,671 .... 33,373 .... 
Of which number were sick, on ist Feb., 1810 .. OT esse REO 2sce 
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a great deal of that infusion. The symptoms 
that Dr. Mayer observed in animals that 
have been intoxicated by the extract of that 
plant,are shortly, salivation, vomiturition, 

Prorgessorn Maven, of Bonn, found lately, | (even if the extract is only applied exter- 
by a series of experiments, that the extract | nally,) vehement convulsions, which kill 
of coriaria myrtifolia (myrtle-leaved sumacli)| the animal by exhausting all his nervous 
has a poisunous effect on carnivorous ani-| strength, because, in the agony, the convul- 
mals, an effect similar to that of the acrid| sions become slight; the pulse and the 
vegetable poisons, and particularly of menis-| respiration very weak and interrupted, the 
permum coculus (coculus indicus.) It was | animal grows quite cold, and dics quietly. 
only known by Sauvages and Pujade, that| It is yet remarkable, that a large dose of 
the berries of that plant, usually called the/ the extract of the above plaut has no 
tree of tanners, from its.use in the south of | mortal, or even sensible, effect on herbi- 
France, had a poisonous power. It was/ vorous animals, e. g. on rabbits : the extract 
mentioned also in the Journal de Chimie| may be given to them to swallow, or may 
Medicale, September, 1827, that the iufu-| be applied by a wound of ine skin. Dogs, 
sion of iolia senne parv. (senaa) with aland other carnivorous animals, recover by 
few leaves of coriaria myrtifolia, pro-| vomiting the poison introduced into their 
duced the death of a man, who was drinking | stomachs. 
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MR. WARBURTON’S BILL, 


THE LANCET. 
London, Saturday, March 28, 1829. 


Ir has been objected to the measure which 
Mr. Warsurton is about to bring under 
the consideration of Parliament, that, like 
the bill for the removal of Catholic disabi- 
lities, it is the result of intimidation. The 
Lord Advocate declared that, unless the 
Legislature adopted some measure for sup- 
plying the schools of anatomy with subjects 
from an unexceptionable source, no man 
could take upon himself to say, that there 
would be no renewal of the atrocities re- 
cently committed at Edinburgh ; and Mr. 
Pest, however disinclined to legislate on this 
subject before the crimes of Burke and Hare 
had been detected, zealously insisted on 
the necessity of providing an immediate 
remedy for the existing evils. Burke and 
Hare, therefore, it is said, are the real 
authors of the measure, and that which 
would never have been sanctioned by the 
deliberative wisdom of Parliament, is about 
to be extorted from its fears. We have no 
doubt that the dread of a repetition of the 
Edinburgh atrocities has had a powerfu! 
influence on the minds of many who are 
now for the first time disposed to support 
a measure for facilitating human dissections, 
and why, we should be glad to know, is so 
just and well-founded a dread of conse- 
quences to be stigmatized, as an unworthy 
element in the calculations of a legislator, 
or where would be the merit of insensibility 
to the danger? The fear which impels 
men to avert evil, is a wise and salutary 
fear, and it would have been well if this 
fear had been manifested and acted upon 
before sixteen human beings had fallen vic- 
tims to the supineness of the Government 
and the Legislature. It required no extra- 
ordinary sagacity to foresee, that the worst 
consequences must inevitably result from 
the system of traffic between resurrectionists 


and anatomists, whieh the executive govern- 
ment has so long suffered to exist. Go- 
|verhment is already, in a great degree, 
| responsible for the crime which it has 
\fostered by its negligence, and even ens 
couraged by a system of forbearance ; for 
| connivance at a violation of the laws is 


always pregnant with danger, and can never 

be justified, on the part of the state, by the 
| plea of expediency, sinte, if it be expedient 
| that a law should be evaded, it must be still 
more expedient that it should be altered, 
But, now that the dreadful consequences 
of this negligence and connivance have 
been made manifest, by how much would 
the responsibility of the Government be 
increased, if it were to neglect the means of 
preventing a repetition of crimes, against 
the commission of which there exists no 
sufficient security, so long as the dead body 
of a human being is made an article of 
mercenary traffic. 

To prevent the murder of the living for 
the sake of the price at which their corpses 
may be sold, should be the first object of the 
Legislature in devising a remedy for the ex- 
isting evils. This object may be effeeted 
either by suppressing dissection altogether, 
or by legalising the dissection of unclaimed 
bodies ; and we are not aware of any other 
way in which it can be effected. Whether 
it would be possible to suppress dissection 
altogether in this country, is a question 
which it is the less necessary to consider, 
as it seems to have been conceded on all 
hands, in the discussion on Mr. Warsun- 
ron’s motion, that such a question could 
not for amoment be entertained. Anatomy, 
it was admitted, must be protected and 
encouraged, and as dissection was necessary 
to the due prosecution of anatomical studies, 
it followed that the practice of dissection 
must be protected, aud, under due regula- 
tions, encouraged. In the House of Com- 
mons no opposition has been made, or seems 
likely to be made, to the principle of 
Mr. Wansverton’s bill; but the measure 
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has been strongly opposed in some of the | always will demand it; society can no more 
go on without the supply of subjects for the 
anatomist, than it can goon without the 
which it is supposed to offer to the feelings | supply of corn for food.” 


public journals, on the score of the outrage 


of the community. We have already stated . 
. , : ; Arguments of this extravagant descrip- 


that we should consider the measure most ; 
: tion never aid a cause; by attempting to 
objectionable in principle, if unaccompanied | , 
prove too much, the writer proves nothing. 

} 
2 : _| dt is not true, that the necessity which exists 
Geo. II., which makes dissection a part of | ‘ ; : ; : 
} ‘ | for the practice of dissection is a necessity 
the punishment for the crime of murder; | 


by the repeal of the clause in the act of 


4 ; |of such a description as this writer repre- 
and we have admitted that the bill involves | ; 
a P berdshi ; sents it, nor can there be any doubt that it 
some degree of hardship upon the poor . —_- 
eo ‘ Pp" fs POOF, | would be practicable for the Legislature, by 

which is inseparable from the difficulty of : 
J 4 . ‘ RF dint of severe penal enactments against the 
legislating on this subject. But, admitting 
ties purchasers, as well as against the vendors of 

that no legislative measure for regulating the ' : 
: i ; dead bodies, to render the practice of dissec- 
practice of dissection, can be wholly recon-| . pe 
_ - ae" _ | tion so hazardous, as nearly to effect its sup- 

ciled with the feelings of the community, is ‘ ‘ 
d ‘ _~ | pression. And if there were no other way 
ita sound conclusion that the practice of] . : 
f . a of putting an end to the traffic between 
dissection should be suppressed? If the ty om 
resurrectionists and anatomists—if there 





appropriation even of unclaimed bodies to » 
. were no other means of putting down an 
the purposes of science be a measure too ues 
; organised gang of thieves and burglars, and 
shocking to humanity to be tolerated, there | : tt , 
: . ; | protecting the lives of the public against 
is no alternative but the suppression of | ; 
, assassination, can any man, whose view of 
dissection, After the horrors disclosed| .. : ‘ 
| this question is not distorted by a professional 


at Edinburgh no man in or out of Par- ta me : 
’ . | obti juity of vision, doubt that the Legis- 
liament, we presume, is prepared to say) t . ° — 
: / ~ | lature would be justified in submitting to 

that things may be suffered to go on as they | * ; Rie! 
>. : * | the lesser evil, for the sake of accomplishing 

are, or that it would not be highly criminal | ; : 
, a lle, |the incomparably greater good? Happily, 

in the Legislature to neglect taking some | : : “he 
eon 7 the substantial interests of the community 
decisive step, for putting an end to the traffic | . cache : 
ich | are perfectly reconcileable with the progress 

between resurrectionists and anatomists, | or 
. : : *| of medical science, and with the encourage- 
We have never been wanting in zeal to ee Ae 
: ; }ment which is justly due to the study of 
promote the interests of medical science, | Ris hig 
a . | anatomy. If provision be made for the 
and we are most anxious to see due facilities | sh : : 
decent interment of all unclaimed bodies, 
afforded to the study of anatomy, and to the ; , 
which may be devoted to dissection, and if 


practice of dissection ; but we cannot take ; , 
; P one of the most serious objections to the 

so ultra-professional a view of the question we . . ‘ 
P | principle of Mr. Warsvrron’s bill, be 


as to suppose, with some contemporary | a : 
. * |removed by the repeal of the clause in the 


writers, that dissection is one of those ne- mee ; . 
act of Gro. II., the measure, if not wholly 


cessaries of the social system, of which the , 
- | palatable to the people, will at least, we 


Legislature could no more cut off the supply | ee 
* | trust, be wequiesced in, as one which is 


than it could put down the practice of dining. 
i P 8°! not only called for by the demands of 

e Detestable F aud dangerous,” says &/science, but which, under existing cir- 
writer in the Westminster Review, “‘ as is the 
character of those men, (the resurrection- 
ists,) detestable and odious as is their trade, | progress of crime. Non-professional writers, 
still both must be tolerated, unless some bet- who contend that the demand for subjects is 
ter mode of obtaining subjects be devised. | : } 
Dissection must be practised ; the wants of | occasioned rather by the decline than by the 
the community imperiously demand it, and| advance of anatomical science ; aud that if 

j 
3G2 


| cumstances, is best calculated to arrest the 
' 





820 NECESSITY FOR DISSECTION. 


it were not for the indolence and ignorance | Admitting, with those who take an exclu- 
of modern students, anatomy might be | sively sentimental view of this question, 
learned from written treatises, without the | that the dissection of the dead body is shock- 
practice of dissection, should bear in mind | ing to the feelings, is not the prolongation of 
that it is but feir to give due weight to the human life a good for which it is worth 
evidence of every artist in his particular|while to pay the price of dissection? 
craft or calling. Cuique sud arte credendum| Would any rational man hesitate between 
est, should be a rule in controversy, as it is a | the alternative ofa shorter life and burial of 


maxim in law. Now all the members of the 
medical profession examined before the 
Parliamentary Committee, and all medical 
writers on the subject, have concurred in the 
opinion, that a knowledge of anatomy is not 
to be attained without the practice of dissec- 
tion. Hence it is obvious, that if dissection 
were suppressed, or laid under great dis- 
couragement, many lives would be lost, 
which might be saved by the skilful perfor- 
mance of surgical operations. Cases may 
be imagined in which the feelings of sur- 
viving relatives would be wounded by the 
dissection of the bodies of paupers, which 
such relatives were not in a situation to 
claim ; but such cases would surely not be 
entitled to so much sympathy as those in 
which the lives of the poor would be lost for 
want of proper surgical assistance, which 
must soon be of frequent occurrence, if the 
study of anatomy, and the practice of dis- 
section, be generally discouraged. Legisla- 
tion constantly presents only a choice of 
evils, and the wisdom of legislators is 
evinced in selecting that which is counter- 
acted or redeemed by the greatest propor- 
tion of good. It may be a hardship on the 
poor to subject their bodies to the process 
of dissection before burial ; but may it not 
ultimately be a greater injury to the poor to 
discourage a science, the decline of which 
would have the effect of consigning many of 


his unviolated remains, and a longer life at 
| the expense of dissection after death? or, 
| would he hesitate in making an election for 


{ 
} 
| 


| the prolongation of life at the price of dis- 
section, in the case of those who were near- 
est and dearest to him? Now the evil 
or inconvenience which men would submit 
to for the sake of procuring a greater good ia 
their own case, or in the case of their near- 
est connexions, the state may surely impose, 
without incurring the charge of inhumanity. 
We may add, too, that the horror with which 
the process of dissection is supposed to be 
regarded by the people of this country, has 
been greatly exaggerated. Was any such 
horror manifested, when a course of anatomi- 
cal lectures was delivered two years ago, at 
the Mechanics’ Institution, by Dr, Birk- 
beck, and when the parts of the human body 
were demonstrated, in the open theatre, 
night after night, on the dead subject? 
Never was a course of lectures, at that Insti- 
tution, more numerously and regularly at- 
tended, or listened to with deeper interest 
and more profound attention, The experi- 
ment proved, ina most striking manner, how 
speedily the popular prejudices against dis- 
section gave way to the interest excited in 
the minds of upwards of seven hundred 
mechanics, by a skilful exposition of the dif- 
ferent structures of the human body. 





We must again, with all deference, press 


them toan untimely grave? Let it be re-| upon Mr. Warsvaton’s attention, the ex- 


collected, too, that the supposed injury tothe | pediency of cutting up by the roots every 


dead exists only in the imagination of the | species of traffic in the dead bodies of our 
survivor ; while, by cutting short the term of | fellow-countrymen, Let all unclaimed bo- 
existence, a real and substantial injury may dies, which are to be made available for the 
be done to the living. ‘‘A live drummer,” said | purposes of science, be conveyed to, and 


Napoleon, ‘‘ is better than a dead emperor.” | distributed by, an officer in the pay ef Go- 
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vernment, whose functions may be similar|der consideration, can only be equalled by 
to those of the chef des travaux anatomiques at | the unprincipled anxiety they have shown 
Paris ; and let it be expressly provided that | in the support and diffusion of quackery. 
no money be received for them, Such a} We shall not state whether these remarks 
provision would remove one of the strongest | have been elicited from us in consequence 
objections which has been made to the | of perusing Mr. Clark’s work, or whether 
measure, namely, that it is a bill for selling they have been suggested by the conduct of 
the bodies of the poor for the benefit of the | some of that class of practitioners to which 
rich. Let the sale of dead bodies be declared | the author belongs. 


unlawful, and the buyers of them subjected! «« But,” says Mr. Clark in his preface, 
‘‘as many persons have lately began to 
oe eat announce the discovery of cements, for the 
Cones: » the anatomist separates | cure of to ythach, and as there are various 


to the same severity of punishment as the 


his case from that of the body snatcher, by | processes which, good, bad, or indifferent, 
may be confounded with the one pursued by 
; ‘ the author, in the following treatise, he con- 
words wherein King Witt1am distin- | cojy, s that it is but doing common justice, 
both to the public and uimser, in taking 
tance, and a tyrannical assumption, of | this opportunity to state, thet he Grst begen 

to apply successfully an anodyne cement for 


a defence similar to that conveyed in the 
guished between a constitutional accep- 


the crown, Recepi, non rapui. “The plain |the cure of toothach, towards the close of 
}the year 1825. That shortly afterwards, 
: re while residing in King-street, and, subse- 
the receiver is as bad as the thief;” and quently, in Perey-street, he @aieaseed his 
discovery by repeated advertisements ; that 
be no receivers of stolen or murdered bo- | “ti! the year 1828, no individual had ever 

applied the term cement to any substance 
dies, the grave will be secure from out-/used for stopping teeth ; as, did occasion 
call for such proof, he could satisfactorily 
attest; that the anodyne cement is not, and 
never was intended as, a permanent stopping 
for teeth, but simply as allaying pain, and 
destroying the sensibility of tender teeth, 
and thereby permitting them to be cleaned 
and stopped with gold, or other foil, without 


English of this,” said Dean Swirr, “is that 


common sense suggests to us, that, if there 


rage, and the living from assassination. 





A New System of Treating Hwman Teeth. By 
J. Parerson Crarx. London, Long- | pain.” 
man. Now, as Mr. Clark has not disclosed the 

Or all the diseases to which the human frame ‘eee pee of this wonderful anodyne ce- 
is liable, there are none more common than | ™€"t, we may venture to predict that it is as 
the affections of the teeth, and their relative | “** less to his patients as his book is worth- 
parts. The young and the old, the rich and less to the profession; and that the preten- 
the poor, are all, more or less, the victims sions of the author, therefore, as pompously 
of these maladies ; which, when unattended displayed in said work, may be fairly re- 
to, or subjected to the manipulations of garded as puff, puff, puff! 


ignorant and illiterate pretenders, not un 





frequently lay the foundation for some of | 
the most appalling, malignant, and fatal dis- COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS. 
eases. It has been as unfortunate for the Monday, March 23, 1829. 

science of dentistry, as it has been for the e 

health and comfort of the public, that this! post-mortEM EXAMINATION OF THE CELE- 


department of the healing art should often BRATED DR, SAMUEL JOHNSON. 


¢ 


have been consigned to the care of a set of l'ur meeting this evening was very fully 


‘ : attended. Dr, Ronerts presided. 
unlicensed and rapacious practitioners,whose A paper was read, the production of Dr 
‘ paper as ad, } Lucho ° 


consummate ignorance of the diseases un- Charles Mansfield Clarke, on the efficacy of 
i 
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dashing cold water on the faces of patients 
labourmng under obstinate, nervous, and con- 
vulsive attacks. Many experiments had 
proved its usefulness. 

The second paper, read by Dr. Wilson, | 
was one of extraordinary interest. It was a| 
paper found by Dr. Wilson, among his 
father’s (Dr. James Wilson’s) MSS., de- 
tailing the post-mortem examination of the 
celebrated Dr. Samuel Johnson, The parti- 
culars of the examination, conducted by Dr. 
James Wilson, Dr. Cruikshanks, and an- 
Other, a few hours after Dr. Johnson’s death, 
have never before been published, and the 
paper was listened to with great interest. 
From the document, it would seem that the 
learned Doctor was, in a great measure, the 





ceeded far, a motion was made and seconded, 
that visiters should be admitted to hear the 
discussion of the night. Several spoke pro and 
con upon the question. Admission had never 
yet been given to visiters at general meet- 
ings, but it was competent for any member 
to take the sense of the Society upon this as 
well as upon any other question, at such a 
meeting. In the result the motion was lost. 

Dr. Ciurtersucs’s motion was to the 
effect, *‘ That the Society does not recognise, 
nor in any degree sanction, the reporting of 
its weekly proceedings.” The Doctor sup- 
ported this resolution in alengthened speech. 
He contended that reporting was against the 
rules of the Society (which, by-the-by, has 
the power of making within itself, any rules 


cause of his own death. He was afilicted | whatever, ad libitum). That the Society was 
much with the dropsy, and having been dis- | orginated for the purpose of having confi- 
appointed in seeing his medical adviser so | dential statements made to it; that it was 
soon as he expected, he procured a lancet, | impossible for gentlemen acting as reporters, 
and opened his legs himself, but produced a | not to have @ teeling on the subject before 
rapid flow of blood, which in a few hours} them, that they could not remain unbiassed, 
caused death. By the post-mortem examination, | that the reports consequently could not be 
it appeared that one of the Doctor’s kidneys sent forth to the public fairly, fully, and im- 
had me so much diseased as to have caused | partially, and that under such circumstances 
it to shrink to the size of a bean. The other! if reporting were to be sanctioned and per- 
kidney was perfectly healthy. The Doctor| mitted to go on, the originally intended con- 
was never known to complain of any pain in fidential statements would be withheld, and 
his kidneys. The second remarkable jeature | the Society injured. 
Was a great reduction in one of the testes,| Mr. Proctor warmly seconded the mo- 
which was considerably shrunk ; the other | tion. 
rfectly healthy. ‘The heart of the Doctor| Dr. Cuotmonpery was decidedly in 
ad considerably enlarged, and was much |favour of reporting. He admitted it was 
larger than that usually possessed by man, impossible to give a full report ; and, indeed, 
and in a state of perfect health. Iris some-|he thought a full report, even could it be 
what extraordinary that the post-mortem ex- | given, was not called for. A fair and im- 
amination did not extend to the head, partial statement of what transpired, it was 
The third paper was a detail of the opera- | competent for a reporter to give, which 
tion of lithotomy on a horse, by a member | he had always thought, and would continue 
of the Royal Veterinary College. }to think, had been, and would go on to be, 
useful to the public, and advantageous to 
j the Society. lt was not likely that any 
| thing of aconfidential nature, and relating 
LONDON MEDICAL SOCIETY. | only to the Society or its affairs, could be in- 
7 jured by reporting, Reporting would tend 
Monday, March 23, 1829. |'to prevent many desultory, useless, and 





GENERAL MEETING 


To take into consideration the propriety of allow- 
ing or disallowing the Reporting of the So- 
ciety'’s Proceedings. 


Tnomas Carraway, Esq., President, in the 
Chair. 
Tus was a General Meeting, called ex- | 
pressly for the purpose of having the voice 
of the Society taken upon the subject of re- 
porting. The meeting was to have taken 
place at seven instead of eight o’clock, but 
owing to some misunderstanding as to the 
time, very few of the members assembled 
till eight. i 


Before the business of the Society had pro tem of reporting as 
| 


uninteresting conversations, hence the 
short time allowed for bringing forward 
subjects of importance would be husbanded, 
and in this, as well as in many other ways, 
the Society would be benefited by reporting. 

Mr. Gosserr agreed with the last speaker. 
Had the subject of reporting come under the 
consideration of the Society at its earliest 
formation, or at the commencement of re- 
porting, he probably should have opposed 


it, but as circumstances now existed, he con- 
sidered that if the reporting of the Society's 
proceedings were to be put an end to, the 
Society itself would, in all probability, very 
soon be demolished. He should give fa 
and impartial reporting his support. 


Dr. Suzarman regarded the present sys- 
folding out encourage- 
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ment for young men (which they availed | 
themselves of ) to bring forward to the notice | 
of the Society, many cases in which there 
was nothing essentially interesting for the 
purpose of getting their names brought be- 
fore the notice of the public, while more 
experienced individuals were prevented by 
this, from relating the results of their la 
bours. 

Mr. Lonp was a foe to reporting. It 
might be that a medical man might give a 
mistaken Opinion on a case during life, that 
this judgment might be corrected by a post- 
mortem inspection, and the whole being de- 
tailed to the Society, through the medium 
of the press, it might all come before the 
eyes of the friends of the deceased, and cause 
confidence in the practitioner to be lost! 

Mr. Kincpon made a grave speech, against 
reporting. 

Dr. James Jounstone had lost the oppor- 
tunity of continuing to attend a family en- 
tirely through reporting. He considered 
that reporting might work mischief in more 
ways than this, and, therefore, should give 
his vote for any thing calculated to lead to its 
Suppression. 

Mr. Satmon scoffed at this apparent argu- 
ment. He had actually just been in conver- 
sation with a gentleman on whose testi- 
mony he could rely, and who had assured 
him, that but for having read in Tur Lancet 
the discussions of that Society on the happy 
use of the secale cornutum, six mothers must 
have perished (and probably their offspring 
too), but who, by the judicious use of that 
medicine, as recommended in some speeches 
in Tue Lancer, had been saved. After this, 
he knew not how any gentleman, who had 
the preservation of life and health at heart, 
could vote against reporting. 

Dr. Ramadge, Mr. Waller, Mr. Ashwell, 
Mr. Lloyd, Mr. Shearly, Dr. Blick, and 
some others, pledged themselves to support, 
to their utmost, reporting, looking upon it as 
both useful to the Society and the public 

Others having spoken against it, the bal- 
lot box was at length sent round. 

One gentleman would not give his vote 
(a friend to the liberty of the press) because | 
he had not had an opportunity of expressing 
his sentiments. 

Another gentleman who meant to vote in 
favour of reporting, was too late in present- 
ing himself, and, therefore, his vote was re- 
fused. 

The Presipext (who conducted himself 
throughout the rather noisy evening with 
the utmost impartiality, and very properly 
abstained from giving any opinion during th: 
discussion of the question, so as to attempt 
to bias members one way or the other) hav- 
ing counted the ballots, declared the numbers | 
to be 


| degree of discrimination in the selection of 


For Dr. Clutterbuck’s motion + 22 

Againstit - - - - = - @ 
Loud cries now issued from every quarter 
of the room for the President to exercise his 


| right, in giving the casting vote. 


The Presipenrt, then, without hesitation, 
having been assured that, by the rules of the 
Society, it rested with him to decide the ques- 


| tion by his voice, said, that however unplea- 


sant it might be for him to differ from Dr. 
Clutterbuck’s views, yet he looked upon re- 
porting as essentially useful both to the 
Society and the public, and consequently 
felt himself bound to give his vote in favour 
of it. 

The subject was then desired to be taken 
into the hands of the Council,and the Society 
broke up. 





REMARKS ON MR. SHUTE S COMM( NICATION 
ON A CURIOUS APPEARANCE OF THE 


BLOOD, 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 

Hee scripsi non otii abundantia, sed amoris erga te. 

Ow a perusal of the last volume of your 
spirited and independent Journal, which, 
In consequence of some untoward circum- 
stance, did not reach me till last month, I 
was not a little surprised, as well as amused, 
at meeting the following communication 
from the pen of your very intelligent cor- 
respondent, Mr. Shute, of Watford, p. 630, 

A man came to him with pains in bis 
head, chest, and back; he advised him to 
lose blood ; seven ounces were taken, and 
Mr. Shute transmits the account in conse- 
quence of the ‘‘ novelty of the peculiar ap- 
pearances which followed its abstraction. 
Before the arm was tied up, the blood as- 
sumed a peculiarly white hue, obliterating 
altogether the appearance that blood had 
been drawn ; for it resembled a basin of 
milk more than any thing else.” This ** odd 
appearance "’ induced Mr. Shute to take five 
ounces more, and then ome ounce more, 
which had the same character. As the 
blood cooled, the whiteness increased, and 
the crassamentum assumed a type of inflam- 
matory covering, and it became of a livid 


d 
Ur 


| hue, less, in proportionate quantity, than 


the serum. 

Now, Mr. Editor, to me it appears not 9 
little extraordinary, that you, who, upon 
most occasions, have exhibited so great a 
matter for your periodical, should not have 
more carefully perused Mr. Shute’s com- 


|munication before you gave it insertion, 


unless you were influenced with the hope 
f receiving a reply from some of your 
numerous readers. Considering the num- 


| ber of celebrated physiologieta that have 
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824 EXPANSION OF THE HORSE'S FOOT. 

devoted their time and attention to the in-|of the London Medical Repository, four 
vestigation of the properties of the blood— | cases are mentioned, in the fourth volume 
the most important fluid in the enimal|of the Medico-Chirurgical Review some 
machine—that fluid which is the nourisher of| cases; and this white appearance of the 
the frame, and from which all the secretions | blood is also mentioned by Dr. Venables, in 
are derived ; it will not readily be credited | his work on dropsy. In concluding the 
that such a svi-disant philosopher as Mr. | few observations I have felt myself called 
Shute could have discovered any phenome- | upon to make, in reply to Mr. Shute’s com~- 
non relative to the properties of this vital | munication, | would seriously entreat him to 





fluid, that was not previously well known 
to every tyro in the profession, of the 
most ordinary capacity. Yourcorrespondent, 
after making some common observations on | 
the coagulation of the blood, proceeds to 
State, that “‘as 1 never met with an imstance 
of the kind before, and find only two cases, 
recorded by Hewson, as something similar, 
I intend to repeat the bleeding at the end 
of a week, in order to afford another speci- | 
men of so curious an appearance.” Thus, | 
Mr. Editor, singular enough, does it appear | 
to me that Mr. Shute, not quite satisfied at | 
the recovery of his patient after the first | 
bleeding, states his determination of per- | 
forming a secoud and unnecessary operation | 
at the expiration of a week, merely in order, | 
as he says himself, to afford another specimen | 
of blood of so curious an appearance. From | 
what cause Mr. Shute was unable to finda 
number of cases on record in which the 
blood presented the appearances under con- 
sideration, I am unable to comprehend, | 
unless | attribute it to his intellectual fa- 
culty for marvellousness having far out- 
stripped his industry in the pursuit of medi- 
eal research, On referring to Mr. Hewson’s 
experimental inquiry into the properties of 
the blood, I find that this great man has 
devoted a whole chapter to this subject, in 
which, after having referred to a number of | 
authors that have recorded cases, he relates 
six cases himself, and likewise says that he 
heard of the same appearance having been 
observed by the learned Sir John Pringle, 
Dr. Pitcairn, Dr. Hunter, Dr. Watson, Dr. 
Bromfield, Dr. Garthshore, and Dr. Fother- 
gillof Northampton, I shall here, for Mr. | 
Shute’s information, refer to a few more | 
authors where he may readily find some | 


keep in mind the remark of the celebrated 
Hooker ‘‘ that an uncultivated mind, like 
unmanured ground, will soon be overrun 
with weeds.” 
I remain, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
Narrator Virus. 


ON THE EXPANSION OF THE HORSE'S FOOT. 
By Mr. G. Crank, Veterinary Surgeon. 


To the Editor of Tus Lancer. 


Sin,—My attention has been drawn to a 
letter that recently appeared in your pages, 
from the pen of a Veterinary Surgeon, who, 
as it were in despair, has had the boldness, 
I may say the effrontery, to deny the ex- 
pansiou of the horse’s foot. 

This assertion, and the ‘“ experiments,” 
as they are called, by which he attempts to 


| substantiate it, would have deserved no re- 


ply from me, had it not been followed by 
another letter, (p. 685,) of very high pre- 
tensions to superior knowledge and success 
in practice ; hence, lest any of your readers 
should suppose that his arguments are un- 
answerable, | shali offer a few observations 
respecling them, 

In order to overthrow, or set aside, the 
clear proofs of its expansive powers, which 
anatomy and every-day experience afford to 
all who have investigated the subject, Mr. 
Caleb Morgan thinks it enough to report the 
resulis of certain equivocal trials made with 
the calipers, by himself and a mathematical 
friend, on the feet of some young horses. 


cases recorded, and at the same time satisfy Nubia had stated, in the Sporting Magazine, 
himself that he has not the remotest claim| that the foot would expand considerably 
to be considered the discoverer of this phe- under the weight of the horse, when quietly 
nomenon—a phenomenon that has been |} standing with one leg raised from the ground. 
noticed by authors out of number, from| Mr. Morgan states that this did not take 
Hippocrates down to the present time.| place in the feet that he tried, and therefore 
There are in Morgagni two instances,* in| denies the expansive quality in tote, Now, 
Tulph. one,t in the Philosophical ‘Trens- | without refusing some degree of credit to 
actions sume instances,t in Sekenekius’s| both of those statements, we must remem- 
Observations two cases are related from | ber that it is not every one who can make 
other authors,|| in the twenty-fifth volume | an experiment properly, and also that the 

result depends very much ou the manner in 
which it is done, and that nothing 1s easier 
than to make an experiment not succeed 
when we wish a different result. 


That tua organ is naturally clastic there 


* Morgagni Ep. xlix. Art. 22, 

+ Talph. Obs. lib. i. cap. 58. 

¢ Philosoph. Transact. Nos, 100 and 142. 
| Sekene hii. Obs. lib. iii. 





MR. CLARK ON THE HORSE'S FOOT. 


can be no doubt, since we see, in its compo- 
nent parts, machinery expressly for this pur- 
pose, the frog being obviously given to fulfil 
this office ; and in an experiment made with 
care, by Mr, Bracy Clark himself, in the 
presence of Lord Morton, this expansion 
was most apparent. 

This is an experiment (requiring some de- 
gree of skill, and, if not well performed, very 
inconclusive), which would succeed when 
tried on full-grown and elastic feet ; in the 
cart horse it might possibly fail, from the 
thickness and rigidity of the horn, and also 
in the young colt, from the imperfect de- 
velopment of the elastic parts, and, most 
curiously, Mr. Morgan has selected this sort 
of foot for the purpose of his experiment ; 
had he known how to conduct it properly, 
and taken a full-grown foot, he would have 
found a different result. 

With regard to the general question, I 
know not whether to attribute it to the dul- 
ness of his perceptions, or to the ‘* mist” 
which he says ‘‘ envelopes the subject,” that 
he ‘‘ never could discover this much talked of 
expansion, or opening and collapsing of the 
foot of the horse.” 1 beg leave to ask this 
gentleman if he has never seen a horse come 
up from grass, without shoes, with feet half 
or three quarters of an inch wider than they | 
were before? Has he never seen the heels | 
of a common shoe rubbed bright, by the| 
ineffectual attempts of the foot to expand in| 
spite of the nails! And, above all, has he 
never applied his thumb and finger to the 
heels of a well-worn, expansion shoe, and 
seen the shoe and foot collapsing and ex- 
panding under the operation? If he has not 
done this, let him do it the first opportunity, 
and it will lead to a discovery which it seems 
he could not make before. 

rhe above are evidences of the expansive | 
nature of the foot, that have come under the 
observation of most men, and 
comprehended by even the meanest groom's 
capacity, But there are others, drawn from | « 
a consideration of its anatomical structure, 
which I had almost forgotten to adduce, for 
his assertions are such as to make rget 
that he is a veterinary practitioner, who has 
d in so doing 


are @asily 


S, 


us to 


ac tually dissected the ijoot, ar 
could hardly have avoided perceiving, when 
it had been once pointed out to him, the 
principle that pervades it. 

could he not discover that 


elastic 
For example, 
it was cleft posteriorly beyond its centre 
and was filled up by a hig 
rendered still more so by a series of 
forming somewhat the figure of 
w (44), all having the obvious office of ex 
pansion, and power of dilatation? Can he} 
tell us for what purpose the frog was given, 


substance, nearly as much | 


hiy elastic organ, 


are 


ues 
| 
t 


an inverte< 


being an elastic 
ndian rubber, 
under the weight 


if it was not to expand 
? In fact, the foot 


80 AS I 


is 
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fraught with proof sufficient of the existence 
and necessity of this indispensable principle 
ir all feet ; but asit is impossible, especially 
for Mr. Caleb Morgan, and those who are by 
inclination blind, to see this expansion 
when the animal is trotting or galloping, 
and equally impossible to calculate the in- 
creased force with which by such momen- 
tum it meets the ground, which must be 
many times that of the mere weight; so we 
are forced to draw such conclusions from 
the structure of the part, and the apparent 
intentions of nature. And how much greater 
is it then, than while standing in a state of 
perfect rest, when the weight alone, opposed 
as itis by the friction that takes place between 
level surfaces (that is between the flat hoof 
the flat stone), which might not in al! cases 
to prod uce a very sensible effect, 
and which friction should be guarded against 
in making the experiment. But to return ; 
must not forget to consider the spirit, 
whether partial or impartial, in which an 
experiment is performed. Now Mr. Morgan 
reminds us of those reasoners who make all 
their facts bend to a predetermined opin- 
ion, for he tells us ‘‘ These experiments, Xc., 
were originally intended as an answer to 
some letters in the Sporting Magazine.” 

I shall not pretend to pursue this very 
candid writer through all his last desultory 
communication ; it seems to have been writ- 
ten without any very consistent motive, ex- 


and 
be sufficient 


we 


| cept that of persuading your readers that he 


employs the best workmen in London, and 
bas been enabled to keep the feet sound, and 
the same made them. 
This is effected, he states, by the use of “a 


in iorm as nature 
modified specimen of Mr. Coleman’s original 
thin-heeled s! which has produced the 
‘happiest results.” Now as this gentle- 
man has so great an anti; to theory, or 
any thing that bears the ap pearance of rea- 
soning, I shall not stop to prove, though it 
eht be in afew words, that if 


np loys a shoe ni uile d in the common w ay, 


10e 


mathy 


mi done he 


| it must produce the same effect in contr: ete 
ling the foot as the ordinary 


shoe Of com- 
mon farriers, whether made with thin heels 
ornot. ‘This has been discussed 
in Tne Lancet and need not be re- 
peate d here. It is tr fling to in juire whether 
the assertions, for they are no other, which 
he makes about his success in shoeing with 
the thin-heeled shoe, are fallacious, or other- 
wise. Let 
who have tried and rejected it in the army 
determine by what magical skill Mr 
and his men can do what 
ndeven the origina 

himself, have all failed in, 
I shall confine myself to a single illustra- 
with which he has forgetfully furnish. 
Any other fact he might dispute, 
He says, at the 


question 
before, 


nd 
and 


Professor Coleman, those 
- Morgan 
they and the col 


] proj ser, Lafossa 


tion, 
ed me. 
but this is alone sufficient. 
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conclusion of the first letter, p. 686, ‘‘ I have 
often occasion to rasp the quarters to the 
blood, previously to turning out.” Now for 


FRACTURE OF THE CRANIUM, 


wound. The pupils were natural ; pulse 86, 
and full. He was ordered to be bled to six- 
teen ounces, and, three hours afterwards, 


what purpose, and in what cases, may | ask, | two ounces of the infusion of senna were to 
is he **so often” obliged to “rasp the | be given, should it be required. 


quarters to the blood, and turn out;” the 


14. He had slept ill during the preceding 


answer is, in cases of contraction’ Every | night, and the pain in his head was more 


gentleman who has kept a stud knows, to| 


his cost, that this is the last resource of the 
ignorant favrier who has ruined his horse, 
and a futile one it is. To “rasp the quarters 
to the blood, and turn out!” ‘These are the 
** happy results” of the thin-heeled system 
above alluded to. 
I am, Sir, 
Yours, &c. 
Cuaries Crank. 
Veterinary Infirmary, 

Stamford-street, March 15, 1829. 





GLASGOW ROYAL INFIRMARY. 


COMPOUND COMMINUTED FRACTURE OF 
THE CRANIUM. 


Joun Matcoim, aged 46, was admit- 
ted on the Lith of February, under the care 
of Dr. Couper, with a compound commi- 
nuted fracture of the cranium. On the 


evening of that day, while at work, a stone 


had fallen from a height of fifty feet, and 
struck him on the head, directly over the 
segittal suture. Both the parietal bones 
were fractured, and the pieces into which 
they were divided, depressed to a consider- 
able depth. Notwithstanding the extent of 
the injury, the bleeding had been trifling ; 
but his breathing, on admission, was oppress- 
ed aud stertorous, the countenance ghastly, 
and the pupils dilated. The arms and legs 
were also affected with convulsive tremors, 
and the pulse small and fiequent. A con- 
sultation was immediately summoned, and, 
in the mean time, till the arrival of the sur- 
geons, werm baths were applied to the feet. 
Iiaving met, Dr. Couper proceeded to en- 
large the wound of the scalp, and remove 
the fragments with the elevator and forceps. 
A small opening was seen ia the dura 
mater, having been perforated by a detached 
portion of bone. The edzes of the wound 
being afterwards brought together, were re- 
tained by straps of adhesive plaster, and 
over these a compress and bandage were 
applied. Immediately after the operation, 
the pupils became more natural, and the 
breathing easier. He was ordered a purg- 
ing bolus, to be taken early the next morn- 
ing. 
12. During the night he had slept a little. 
The bolus hud produced a stool. 


leg and arm were partially paralysed. He 


complained of pain in his head, around the} 


| was 100, and full, 








The left} 


severe. His bowels were open, but the pa- 
ralysis of his left side continued ; his pulse 
Sixteen ounces of blood 
were ordered to be taken from the arm, and, 
towards the evening, it was to be repeated, 
if necessary. Early the following morning 
he was to have six grains of calomel, and, 
three hours afterwards, two ounces of the 
infusion of senna. 

15. As was directed, be was bled the day 
before to the extent of a pound ; and it being 
again thought proper to repeat the venesec- 
tion during the evening, a pound and a half 
more was taken away. To-day the pain in 
his head was considerably better ; the dress- 
ings were removed; his pulse was 96, and 
soft. The infusion of senna was ordered im- 
mediately, and, three hours afterwards, a 
purging enema. : 

16. He was every way much altered for 
the worse ; he had slept none, but continued 
raving during the whole of the night, and, 
at the usual visiting hour, was quite inco- 
herent. ‘The dressings were again changed ; 
the wound looked healthy, and had adhered. 
The paralysis still continued, the eyes and 
muscles of the left being drawn over to the 
right side of the faee. His bowels were 
open, pulse 90, and full. The bleeding was 
repeated. 

17. Some slight relief was said to have 
followed the bleeding, but during the even- 
ing it was repeated without any benefit. 
To-day he is comatose, pupils dilated, and 
breathing laborious; his pulse 120, and fee- 
ble. 

18. He died at half past twelve, Pp... 

19. The body was inspected to-day twenty- 
four hours after death. ‘he skull-cap being 
removed, the opening was seen to be of a 
triangular form. A portion of the internal 
plate of the right parietal bone was depress- 
ed, without any corresponding appearance 
on the external side of the skull. On re- 
moving the dura mater, a thick layer of pus 
was seen extending over the whole of the 
right, and, although not in such quantity, also 
over the left hemisphere of the brain. The 
lower surface of the cerebellum was slightly 
covered with pus, and between the cranium 
and base of the brain, there was an effu- 
sion of serum, to the extent of two or three 
ounces. The substance of the brain itself 
was healthy, nor was there any diseased 
appearance in the veutricles. Neither the 
chest nor abdomen was opened, nor were 
the students suffered to examine the diseased 
appearances, after Dr, Couper had left 





ENLARGEMENT OF THE GLANDS,—HERNIA. 


the room ; the skull-cap and brain being 
almost immediately afterwards wrapped up 
in a cloth. It is to be hoped this will not 
be repeated ; if so, the students ought in- 
stantly to address the Directors on the sub- 
ject. 


ENLARGEMENT OF THE GLANDS OF THE NECK, | 


AXILLA, AND GROIN, 


John Macarthen, aged 55, was admitted 
by Dr. Couper on the 11th of February, with 
the glands of the neck, axilla, and groin, in 
a state of enlargement, In the neck, those 
which are situated under the right portion 
of the inferior maxillary bone, had attained 
the greatest size. 


the right and left side of the face. All were 
of considerable magnitude, but one in par- 
ticular, which lay on the inferior portion of 
the right masseter, was, at least, equal to a 
small orange in size. ‘The glands of the left 
axilla, and both groins, were found in a simi- 
lar state. ‘Those of the left groin were par- 
ticularly large, and another enlargement, 
which extended from the left hy pochondrium 
to near the umbilicus, was, unlike the others, 
the seat of severe dull pain, which became 
aggraved during the night, and acutely pain- 
ful on pressure, or an attempt at full inspi- 
ration. The disease had begun about two 


years before his admission into the hospital, 
since which it had gradually increased. His 
health was not much affected ; his appetite, 
however, was bad, and bowels habitually 
His tongue was clean; and pulse 
100, irregularly intermitting. 

Before any active treatment was adopted, 


costive. 


the bowels were cleared out by two or 
three doses of castor oil. On the 14th, he 
was ordered to take six drops of the tincture 
of iodine, three times a day, and to rub the 
swellings of the face and neck with an em- 
brocation composed of half an ounce of the 
tineture of iodine, in four ounces of the soap 
liniment. 

Feb. 24. Having felt sick on the ist, 
which he attributed to the iodine, he was 
ordered to discontinue it internally. He 
had still, however, continued rubbing the 
parts with evident advantage ; the swellings 
on the face having not only become more 
relaxed, but also perceptibly smaller. [His 
health being now also better, he was directed 
to begin with the iodine again, in its former 
dose. 

March 12. The patient left the hospital 
to-day, his health having begun to suffer 
from confinement. 


EXTIRPATION OF THE EYE. 
James Bermie, whose eye was extirpated 
(Feb. 15.) is now nearly well, 1t would be 





From these a chain, in a} 
similarly diseased state, extended up along | 


the wound simply dressed with lint. 
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useless to detail the progress of the cure 
more minutely, which merely consisted in 
removing the dressings every other day, 
and the application of leeches, when he 
complained of pain extending over the fore- 
head. This was occasionally very severe, 
and was the only circumstance which dis- 
turbed the progress of the cure. 


HOTEL-DIEU. 


STRANGULATED HERNIA——-RUPTURE OF THE 
INTESTINE DURING THE OPERATION — 
SUCCESSFUL TREATMENT OF ARIIFICIAL 

COMPRESSION. 


ANUS BY 


A MIDDLE-aGED woman, who, for a year, 
had been affected with a reducible crural 
hernia, was, on the 3d of December last, 
seized with violent colic pain, hiccup, nau- 
sea, and vomiting, first, of bile, then of 
stercoraceous matter; the hernial tumour 
was very painful, and, as was ascertained 
by a surgeon, irreducible. Being brought 
to the Hétel-Dieu on the 5th, she was ine 
stantly bled, and put into the warm bath; 
the taxis having been repeatedly tried, with- 
out any effect, M. Sanson proposed the 
operation, to which, however, the patient, 
although evidently in the most alarming 
condition, strongly objected. On the morn- 
ing of the 6th, a slight amelioration had 
taken place, the vomiting had subsided, and 
the pam was not so violent; the counte- 
nance was, however, indicative of distress, 
the extremities cold, the pulse very small 
and frequent: and when M. Dupuy tren saw 
the patient, he insisted upon the immediate 
performance of the operation, as the only 
means of saving her life; the apparent re- 
mission of the local symptoms he consider- 
ed as certain signs of approaching gangrene, 
The consent of the patient having at last 
been obtained, atransverse incision was made 
through the integuments, the cellular tissue 
was carefully dissected from the tumour; 
the sac being thus laid bare, was opened, 
and a small quantity of yellow, inodorous 
liquid let out; the incarcerated intestine 
was readily felt by the finger, but, on the in- 
troduction ofa probe into the sac to ascertain 
the situation of the stricture, a quantity of fe- 
cal matter suddenly rushed through a rupture 
of the anterior paries of the intestine, which, 
although violently injected, and covered with 
purulent matter, appeared to have not yet 
passed into gangrene. j 


‘ The stricture be ing 
found 


to exist at the neck of the hernial 
sac, was ls, and the 
intestine having been reduced as far as the 
laceration in its anterior paries admitted ; 
an elustic canula was introduced into it, and 
The 


freely divided upwa: 
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patient passed a tranquil night; none of the | place in the hernia, and the glyster had 
above symptoms returned ; the pulse rose, | come away without any feces. [he patient 
and the featutes resumed a more composed | was bled to eighteen ounces, and placed for 
appearance. No stools were passed through | an hour in the warm bath, but without any 
the anus, but a great quantity, first of ster-| relief. About four o'clock in the afternoon 
coraceous, then merely of bilious, matter, | she was suddenly seized with hiccup, ster- 
was discharged through the opening in the | coraceous vomiting, and violent colic pain 
groin. Under the use of glysters, the feces over the whole abdomen, the skin of which 
began to come away through the natural | became swelled, and covered with an erysi- 
passage, and on the 10th, the stercoraceous |pelatous redness; the operation was ac- 
discharge through the groin had so far di-| cordingly, without_any delay, performed by 
minished, that it was thought proper to re-|M.Sauson. The sac, which was much 
move the canula, and to cover the wound | thickened, especially at its lower portion, 


with an emollient poultice, in order to lessen 
the irritation produced in the surrounding 
parts by the contact of the feces. On the 
22d, the wound had a healthy appearance, 
and began to heal; the opening in the in- 
testine had very considerably contracted, 
and the stools passed only by the natural 
way. A compressive bandage was now 
used, over which, in a few days, a truss was 
applied. On the 6th of January the wound 
had completely healed; the stools were 
perfectly natural, digestion was unaccom- 
panied by any pain, and the patient was 
to leave the hospital within a few days.— 
Journ. Hebdom. 


STRANGULATED UMBILICAL HERNIA. 


C. 8., a woman of about 60 years of age, 


was found to contain a fold of intestine, 
about four inches in length, apparently part 
| of the transverse colon, of adark-red colour, 
| and firmly adherent to the sac. The stric- 
|ture having been divided upwards and to 
the left, the intestine was reduced, after 
having, with some difficulty, been detached 
| from its adhesions. About an hour after the 
| operation, as the vomiting still continued, 
some injections were administered, which 
produced five copious stools. During the 
night, after the operation, the patient was 
very restless ; the erysipelas rapidly spread 
over the whole abdomen and part of the 
|chest; the features were greatly altered ; 
| the pulse very small, &c., and she died the 
following evening. 
On examination, the large, and lower parts 
| of the small intestines were found violently 


very stout, and of plethoric habit, had, for | inflamed, and covered with purulent matter ; 
fifteen years, been affected with an umbilical | the hernia had consisted of the right colon, 
hernia of the size of a large apple, which | and a portion of the epiploon, which had 
had never been completely reduced, and | protruded through a fissure in the linea al ba, 
caused frequent attacks of colic. On the | half an inch above the navel. 

15th of January she was, without any ob-| M. Dupuytren considered this a very 
vious cause, seized with sickness, vomiting, |Temarkable case, on account of the long 


oN TE 


first of bilious, then of fecal, matter, hiccup, 
and violent colic pain, especially in the her- 
nial tumour, which had somewhat increased 
in size. Several attempts to reduce the tu- 
mour, as well as the administration of a sa- 
line mixture, had no effect, and the patient 


intermission in the principal symptoms of 
| strangulation; he observed, that he had 
| seen many cases in which the vomiting had 
ceased for two or three days, but none 
| where a complete intermission for eight 
| days had taken place.—Journ. Hebdomad. 


continued in the above state up to the 24th, | 


when a remission began to take place in the 
symptoms, and the vomiting altogether 
ceased ; she applied, however, at the Hétel- 
Dieu, and was admitted on the evening of 
the 29th of January. On examination, the 
tumour was found tense, very painful on | 





GUY’S HOSPITAL, 


OPFRATIONS. — HARELIP—STFATOMATOUS 
TUMOUR—-AMPUTATION OF THE LEG. 


pressure, and rather voluminous, being four | 
incbes in diameter ; it was of a circular form,| On Tuesday, March the 17th, Mr. Key 
and surrounded the navel; the rest of the | performed the operation for harelip, on 
abdomen was free from pain; the pulse was|a boy thirteen years of age, of healthy ap- 
rather full, and the face flushed; nostools had | pearance. ‘he patient was placed on his 
been passed during the last 20 days. M.Du-! back, horizontally, upon the table, the ope- 
puytren did not think himself justified in| rator standing behind his head, and laying 
performing an operation, there being no signs | hold of the right side of the fissure with the 
of strangulation, except obstinate costive- | fore finger and thumb of his left hand, he 
ness, and accordingly ordered fiiteen leeches, | first thrust the knife through the upper 
and an emollient poultice, to the tumour, | part, carrying it downwards and forwards, 
the warm bath, and an aperient injection. | and, afterwards, in a similar manner, on the 
On the following day no change had taken opposite side: the edges were then brought 
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together, and held in contact by means of! 16. Quite well, with the exception of 
two sutures. In this state he was removed | pains in the limbs. ‘The patient states, that 
from the theatre to Luke’s Ward, and put) he has never been the subject of syphilis or 
to bed. The operation lasted ten minutes. | rheumatism. 


He next removed a steatomatous tu- 
mour from a boy, about ten years of age, 
situated below the body of the pubes to the | 
right side of, and extending below, the! J.B., xt. 47, was admitted into Abra- 
scrotum. An incision was made from above | ham’s Ward, under the care of Mr. Green, 
downwards, and a fatty mass, consisting of on Thursday morning, February the 5th. 
about two ounces, dissected out. Two su- He stated, that the cause of the injury was 
tures were used in bringing the edges of a blow received from a fall down a flight of 
the wound together; the thighs approx- stairs the previous evening. ‘The cut ex- 
imated, and the patient was removed from | tended from near the temporal ridge of the 
the table in about six minutes. occipital bene, on one side, to that of the 
opposite, in the direction of the coronal 
suture, On examination, the scalp was 
found to be separated for a considerable 
distance, towards the anterior portion of the 
os frontis, so as completely to lay bare the 
pericranium. He was put to bed, the 
wound carefully sponged, and its edges 
brought together by means of adhesive 
straps. Ordered to take a dose of house 
medicine. 

6. Bowels have been acted on by the 
medicine ; complains of pain in the head. 

7. Pulse slow, rather ful); tongue fur- 
red; pain in the head less; has slept but 
little during the night. House medicine to 
| be repeated. 

9. Pulse natural; tongue less furred ; 
bag open. Appears to be going on 
~~ nin _ | well. 

ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL. | 10. Wound dressed to-day; adhesions 

| perfect and healthy. 

GEORGE'S WARD—INCONTINENCY OF URINE.| 11+ Dose of house medicine, which has 
: | Operated twice. 

James Lypta, et. 33, came into the Hos-| “9, Going on remarkably well. 
pital on Thursday the Sth of March, with! Prom this time the patient has continued 
incontinence of urine, which had existed to improve, without an unfavourable symp- 
for three weeks previous to his admission. tom. He still remains in the Hospital, in 
On inquiry, it was ascertained that he had | consequence of rheumatism of the lower 
been the subject of stricture, for which he extremities, for which he takes an occa- 
was in the Hospital in November last, where sional aperient, and is rubbing in a liniment 
he remained for six weeks, under the care composed of 
of Mr. Travers, and discharged cured. First | Liniment of ammonia, with 


CONTUSED WOUND OF THE SCALP, WITH 
EXTENSIVE LACERATION, 


Mr. Key afterwards performed amputa- 
tion below the knee, upon a young woman, 
about twenty years of age, apparently in a 
healthy condition, for gangrene of the foot, 
following typhus fever. In consequence of 
stiffness of the knee joint, the leg could not 
be held in the accustomed horizontal posi- 
tion. In using the saw, the operator first | 
commenced on the outer side of the limb, | 
and, in doing so, its edge came in contact 
with, and appeared slightly to lacerate the | 
soft parts of the thigh. The sawing was 
then commenced on the anterior part of the 
tibia, and the limb removed in four minutes. 
Fifteen minutes were occupied in securing 
the vessels. 


found himself unable to retain his urine 
after severe exertion in a corn granary, | 
where he has been accustomed to work ; 
complains of pains in the limbs generally, | CANORENE OF THE NOSE, WITH EXTENSIVE 
but more especially in the lowerextremi-| SY?PURATION OF THE CELLULAR MEM- 
ties, which are worse at night, when warm| ®4N®- 
in bed. There is a swelling in the right/T. H., xtat 17, a tailor, from Woolw ick, 
groin, about the size of a walnut. Ordered,|came into George’s Ward, on Thursday the 
by Mr. Green, on Friday the 6th, ten! 19th of March, under the care of Dr. Roots. 
leeches to the groin, and afterwards a poul- | It was stated by the father, that on Saturday 
tice; half an ounce castor oil, occasionally ;| week he was attacked by pain in the right 
to have a bougie passed daily. side, which appeared to have been in the 

9. Swelling in the groin much less ;/region of the liver, extending posteriorly 
bowels open; can in part retain bis urine. | towards the left side, and anteriorly towards 

12. Completely retains his urine, except- | the right side of the chest; at the same time 
ing that a little escapes after coughing. jhe had shivering, with great difficulty of 

14. Swelling in the groin hes subsided ;| breathing, but no cough. On the following 
retains his urine perfectly. |day, having taken ten grains of mercurial 

' 


Tincture of cuntharides. 


—E 


| 
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ill over night, he felt himself perfectly free | sulphate of quinine one grain ; diluted sul- 

rom every symptom of indisposition. On| phuric acid, three drops; mint water one 
Sunday night, the same symptoms returned; ounce, every four hours ; twenty-five minims 
leeches were applied, and purgatives adminis- | of tincture of opium, to be added to the first 
tered, by which means the pain in the side | dose ; oi) of turpentine to be applied on lint 
and dyspnea had subsided by the end of the | to the nose under the poultice. From this 
week, On Sunday last a pimple made its | time he continued gradually to sink, and ex- 
appearance on the right side of the nose, | pired at half-past seven this morning, Satur. 
soon becoming larger, and discharging asmail day, the 21st, forty-four hours after admis- 
quantity of matter; the surrounding parts | sion. 
then became red and swollen, terminating in * : 
gangrene, The nose is now very much swol- | Examination of the Body eight hours after Death. 
len, and of a dark-brown colour ; the surface| On opening the chest, an abscess was 
is dry and shining; a small quantity of pus| discovered at the lower part of the right 
discharged from the right side ; there is also | lung, between it and the diaphragm, to which 
a thinnish, dark-coloured discharge observed | the lung was slightly adherent; it burst, and 
oozing from different parts ; the right eye is | discharged about two ounces of pus into the 
closed, and the left partly so ; there are many | cavity of the chest; there were also found 
small ecthymatous pustules seen on different in the same lung many small tubercles, but 
parts of the body, but more especially over| none observed in the left; the bronchial 
the forehead, which, together with the eye-| tubes exhibited no signs of inflammation ; 
lids and surrounding integuments, exhibit a| nothing unusual was observed about the 
red and puffy appearance; a dull sound is| heart; the liver was apparently healthy, 
heard on percussion, on the right side of the} but soft. On examining the mucous mem- 
chest ; respiration at the lower part is indis- | brane of the stomach and intestines, traces 
tinct. Suppuration has taken place in the Of inflammation were seen in patches 
cellular membrane of both forearms, and the | throughout their whole extent. No morbid 
back of the right hand. Pulse 136, full and| appearances were perceived in the brain or 
sharp; tongue white, and rather dry; about/its membranes. The abscess, which had 
five weeks ago, was the subject of gonorrhea, | been opened on the back of the right hand, 
for which, it is supposed, he took mercury ; | Communicated with the joint at the meta- 
the gums are now slightly tinged. Ordered | carpal bone of the middle finger ; but those 
bleeding from the arm, to fourteen ounces; the |on the arm did not communicate with the 
abscesses to be opened, and poultices applied; | wrist or elbow. Several other small ones 
lint, dipped in chloride of soda, to be applied | were found in different parts of the arms 
to the nose, and over it a stale beer ground | and legs. The veins of the thigh and arm 
poultice, to be renewed every hour ; castor were examined, but nothing unusual dis- 
oil one ounce, immediately ; milk, arrow- covered in them. 
root, and slops, for diet. Three longitudinal; This case was cousidered of rare occur- 
incisions were made on the nose ; the blood | rence, and from the time of admission excited 
drawn from the arm was very much buffed | a good deal of interest. 
and cupped. 

20. Has been purged during the night; 

both eyes closed; nose sloughing: pulse 
quick and sharp, 140 ; respiration hurried ; 





pustules larger, and more numeroas, on dif- 
ferent parts of the body ; skin hot ; has had 
little or no sleep during the night, and talked 
in an incoherent manner; increased heat 
aud swelling about theforehead: Dr. Roots 
sew him this morning, and ordered sixteen 


leeches to be applied to the temples; to} 


take a dose. of chalk mixture, with opium ; 
continue the chloride of soda, and poultice ; 
a pint of strong beef tea, daily. On visiting 
him this afternoon, we found the pulse more 
quick and fluttering ; tongue dry and brown ; 
respiration 64; upper lip very much thick- 
ened ; the nose and face exhibit a frightful 
appearance; suppuration appeared to exist in 
different parts of the cellular membrane ; not 
so much purged ; has taken the chalk mix- 
ture, and opium, twice ; is quite insensible. 
Dr. Reots again saw him, between eight 
end nine o'clock, and oidered him to take 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. 


James Hennis, wtat. 62, a strong, and 
who apparently, had been a healthy man of 
| his age, was brought at 7, p.m., March 11, 
into Rahere’s Ward, under the care of Mr. 
Lawrence. ‘There was a wound extending 
through the scalp, over the left temporal, 
and part of the left parietal bones, as deep 
as the skull, but no fracture detected by the 
house surgeon. The patient breathing with 
difficulty, and comatose. He had been struck 
a violent blow, with a piece of wood, on the 
head by another man. Soon after admis- 
sion, he was seen by Mr. Lawrence, who 
said‘the symptoms resembled those of apo- 
plexy, and ordered a drop of croton oil to 
be given every hour, until the bowels should 
be moved, Four drops of it were exhibited 








Se@eecwt ef ee 42 Passe 


RB Te me 


oneoicoc. erret 


FRACTURE.—LACERATION OF THE SCALP. 831 


without bem any effect. The patient 
remained in much the same condition, with 


the exception of the breathing becoming 
gradually worse, until ten o’clock on the 
following morning, when he expired. 


Post-mortem Examination, 


The left temporal bone was fractured to a 
considerable distance, and the fracture ex- 
tended into the basis of the skull. The mid- 
die meningeal artery lacerated, and about 
five ounces of blood effused between the 
cranium and dura mater. Doubt existed as 
to whether the artery had been lacerated in 
the removal of the skull-cap, or by the blow 
received during life. Considerable effusion 
of blood between the dura mater and left 
temporal bone, and the appearance of a 
slight depression of a small portion of the 
inner table of this bone. 


Thomas Lewes, etat. 32, was admitted at 
aquarter past eight o’clock, a.m., March 9, 
into Colston’s Ward, under the care of Mr. 
Vincent, with fracture of the ulna, radius, 
several bones of the hand, and severe lacera- 


tion of the soft parts of the right arm. The | 


accident occurred while in the act of clean- 
ing a carding machine, called a devil; one 
of the teeth caught bold of the coat, drew in 
the hand and arm, and literally smashed 
them to pieces. The accident occurred in 
Helmet Row, parish of St. Luke, and the 
gentleman to whom the patient was a ser- 
vant, put him into a cart, and requested his 
carman to drive to St. ‘Thomas’s Hospital. 
Something, however, crossed the patient’s 
mind, while in the act of being driven to St 
Thomas’s, which induced him to make the 
earman change his direction, and drive to 
this Hospital. Mr, Vincent was sent for, 
and soon arrived. From the extremely in- 
jured state of parts, the only course for him 
to adopt, was amputation. He accordingly 
immediately proceeded to remove the arm 
above the elbow, and the patient has conti- 
nued to do well ever since. 


George Wright, xt. 23, admitted into 
Rahere’s Ward, No. 22, March 7, with a 
severe laceration of the scalp and left band. 
The patient was coming to town last night 
with a load of hay, from off which, at 
twelve o'clock, he fell into the road, and was 
tuken up ina state of insensibility. There 
isa wound of the scalp on the left side of 
the head, extending in a semicircular form; 
the convexity downwards, from about mid- 
way between the anterior superior and 
inferior angles of the parietal bone, across 
the temporal to the occipital, but no frac- 


ture can be detected. The left hand is 
much lacerated, bruised, and swollen, sup- 
posed to have been trod upon by a horse. 
States that he must have lost a great deal of 
blood, particularly from the wound of the 
scalp. Brought to the hospital at eight 
o'clock this morning. The patient is a 





robust, healthy-looking wagoner. The hair 
of the scalp removed, and the edges of 
|the wound brought together by adhesive 
| plaster. A large poultice applied to the 
jhand. Bled to eighteen ounces from the 
jleft arm, and opening medicine adminis- 
| tered. 

9. In all respects recovering. 

24. The wound of the scalp is slmost 
| entirely healed, over which cold lotions, as 
| well as adhesive plaster, have been kept 
applied ; the hand, too, is much improved ; 
its edematous state in a great measure re- 
|lieved., The limb will be preserved, though 
| it may not again be found to be quite as 
useful as it has been. Every appearance of 
continuing to do well. 


oe 


William Christmas, wt. 24, a tailor, of 
sallow appearance, was admitted, on the 
25th of December, into Colston’s Ward, 
under the care of Mr. Vincent, with a frac- 
ture of the right femur, a few inches above 
the knee-joint, When five years of age, by 
a fallhe hurt the knee; a white swelling 
followed, and a contraction of the joint, and 
shortening of the limb, were the conse 
quences. 

On the 13th of March last year, by a fall, 
the tibia of the same leg was broken; after 
the usual period of quietude, union took 
place, and the limb became stronger, in fact, 
than it had been before. On Christmas eve 
last, Mr. Christmas again unfortunately 
fell, at a little before eleven o'clock, 
while walking on the pavement, and the 
present fracture was the consequence, On 
the morning after the accident, he was 
brought into the hospital, and the limb was 
put up in Amesbury’s splints. In those 
splints it was kept for a period of between 
seven and eight weeks. By this time Mr. 
Vincent considered that the bone had united, 
and ordered the splints to be removed. In 
a week afterwards, the patient having con- 
tinued still in bed, the limb exhibited signs 
}of non-union. Mr. Vincent having again 
examined it, believed he had been mistaken 
in supposing it had ever united, and re- 
quested that it shoukl again be put up in 
the splints. The splints were accordingly 
applied for another week, during which they 
gave great = to the patient, and were 
then removed. Mr. Viucent attributed the 
resistance of union of the fractured parts, to 
the previously diseased state of the limb; 
and, as he did not think union would take 
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place, suggested to the patient the con-| 


sideration of having the leg removed. 
March 21. ‘To-day, at half past one, am- 


putation was performed at about two or} 


three inches above the knee-joint, by Mr. 
Vincent. He made the conical flap, tied six 
arteries, and the operation was completed in 
fifteen minutes. 

25, On Sunday evening, a considerable 
quantity of blood flowed from the stump; 
the house-surgeon was called in, who re- 
pressed further bleeding, and since that the 
patient has proceeded to do well. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Communications received from Mr. Street 
-~—Mr. Montague—Mr. Vines—Dr. Nash— 
Anti-noodle—Dr. Greening — Mr. Smith, 
(Chertsey )—Mr. Fixott—F.G. L.—W. B. 
—H.—E. B.—J. B. M—L. —- H. M.—O. 
—A Pupil of Birmingham.—John P—e. 

“Land “ F.G.L.”’ should have authen- 
ticated their statements with their names. 
The letter of the latter relates to an abuse 
which ought to be abated, and he shall have 
all the support we can give him, in his en- 
deavours to put it down. 

« W. B.” If the indentures of apprentice- 
ship are not produced at Apothecaries’ Hall, 
there must be satisfactory evidence of a five 
years’ apprenticeship having been served, 
or the Court cannot examine the candidate ; 
because the apprenticeship is expressly 
stipulated in the Act of Parliament. It is also 
required in the same precious document, that 
a rejected candidate sha}l not present him- 
self for re-examination until after six months 
shall have elapsed. This statement is due 
to the Old Hags, who have sins enough 
of their owa. 


The communication of Mr. Vines, on Dr, 
Gregory's silly theory of buffy blood sball 
|appear in our next; also a report of the 
renewed discussion at the Westminster So- 
ciety, on Dr. Doodle’s tan-yard whim. 

We have received from the Mepicat and 
Puysicat Society of Catcurra, by the 
hands of Mr. Apam, the secretary, a bill 
for 10/, 10s., at six months after sight, on 
Messrs. Kickards, Mackintosh, and Cog., 
to be added to the fund raised for defraying 
the legal expenses incurred by Mr. Cooke 
lof Exeter. Mr. Adam says, in his letter, 

** should Mr. Cooke's subscription be closed 
before this reaches you, I leave it to your- 
self to dispose of the money for the benefit 
of the profession, or in eny manner you may 
think best.” Accordingly, on the credit of 
this draft, we have handed over five pounds 
in the name of the Mepicat and Puysicat 
Society of Calcutta, to Mr. Atterbury, a 
member of the College of Surgeons, residing 
at 26, St. Helena Place, Wilmington Square, 
who, with a numerous family, is suffering 
under the severest privations, When the 
bill is paid, we shall transmit the balance, 
five pounds ten shillings, to Mr. Lawrence, 
to be added to the fund, which has been 
raised for defraying the expenses for abro- 
gating the charter of the College of Sur- 
geons, and of which fund that gentleman is 
treasurer. 
| H.M. too late for this week. 

Pressure of matter prevents us from in- 
serting in the body of the work, the par- 
ticulars of the Susscaiptson ; but they will 
appear in our next Number, with cor 
rections of some errors which occurred in 
|the Advertisements. The sum sent by 
X.U., Dublin, and several other sums which 

|have been received since the books were 
closed on Wednesday the 18th inst., will 
be returned, or sent to any address that 
| may be named. 


END OF VOL, 1—1898-9% 
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